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Work by Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A., at Brookwood 
Military Cemetery, for the R.A.F. is_ illustrated. 
The aim of the Imperial War Graves Commission 
is to make this Military Cemetery “ one of the most 
beautiful in the country.” 497 
A SCHEME of 24 flats, built at a contract price of 
£23,000, has been erected at Whitton by private 4 
enterprise. 502 
INTERESTING DATA on the housing situation in the 
Ruhr are given in a letter by Mr. A. C. Niederman. 
“ Housing conditions for miners are bad,” he says, 
“and will remain so until the authorities try new 


constructional methods.” 505 


“NEW METHODS OF SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION must be 
adopted if a large-scale educational building pro- 
gramme is to be executed in the next few years. 

This is the view of the Technical Working Party 
on School Construction, whose report has now 
appeared. Standardisation, flexibly applied; bulk 
ordering; and use on a considerable scale of pre- 
fabricated units are recommended. 


RELAXATION of Building Controls (which now allow 
up to £1,000 to be spent without licence on certain 
types of building) is announced by the Ministry of 
Works. The W.B.A. Priority Distribution Scheme 
is cancelled. Arrangements for timber and steel 
allocation remain unaffected. 507 


506 


Detaits of a Dutch system of using reinforced 
hollow brick floors—which effects economies in the 
use of steel and cement, and eliminates timber and 
shuttering—are given in a special article. The system 
is in use on an L.C.C. housing estate. 508 


REGISTRATION OF BUILDERS is proposed by the 
National Federation of Building Trades Employers 
in South Africa. A résumé of the proposals is 

given. $11 





ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 


AT certain times of the year, visitors to the R.LB.A. 
*“ come upon a milling crowd of architectural 
students. They will be found either choking the 
entrance—to the consternation of the dress-model 
lovelies who like to be photographed against the 
columns—or sitting at desks arranged chequer-board 
fashion all over the Florence Hall, where viewed from 
the second floor they form a striking pattern. These 
students have come to take the “external” examina- 
tion; they have not completed the course of any 
“recognised” architectural school, which would have 
brought with it automatic exemption and qualification: 
instead, they have chosen for one reason or another 
to try to qualify after going to an “ unrecognised 

school or by working in an architect’s office and possibly 
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attending evening classes, or else by taking corre- 
spondence courses. Such a scene must appear rather 
puzzling to those who had been under the impression 
that the articled pupilage system had long given way 
to school training, that the “external” method was 
obsolete except for a few exceptional cases. It would 
seem to suggest that the pendulum has in fact already 
Started to swing back again; that not merely a handful 
af left-overs but a large proportion of the students 
entering the profession become qualified without passing 
through the schools. 


This apparent state of affairs is borne out in a 
valuable interim report* just issued jointly by the 
MARS Group and the Architectural Students’ Associa- 
tion. In order to review the state of architectural 
education in Great Britain, a committee was set up 
by these two bodies, under the chairmanship of Miss 
Jane Drew, F.R.I.B.A. The terms of reference of this 
committee were:— 


(i) To estimate the nature and requirements of the archi- 
tect’s training, based on an examination of the probable 
scope of the profession now and in the future; 


(ii) And if necessary to make general proposals on the 
content and technique of architectural education for its 
immediate and long-term improvement; 


(iii) And further to make recommendations on the method 
by which these proposals can be put into effect. 


Their interim report is of a penne nature, out- 
lining in Section I the general history of architectural 
education in our own and in other countries,.and in 
Section II reviewing briefly the present position in 
Great Britain. The latter concludes with some 
remarkable statistics. 


It appears that at the present time there are about 
4,500 students in the “recognised” schools, many of 
them aided by ex-Service Government grants or by 
scholarships. Of these it a be expected that 4,000 
will duly qualify. On the other hand, there are close 
on 1,000 in “ unrecognised ” schools, and in addition it 
is claimed there are “about 7,000 students who are 
preparing for R.I.B.A. examinations without any school 
training whatsoever, not even part-time evening 
courses. Many of these presumably make use of one 
of the correspondence courses, but it is impossible to 
say how many. A large proportion are almost cer- 
tainly working in offices as unqualified assistants, and 
a number—and perhaps a surprising number—are, even 
to-day, articled pupils.” These 8,000 will take the 
“external” examination and, if the pre-war rate of 
wastage still applies, some 5,500 will qualify. 


This analysis raises various points of first imipor- 
tance in connection with both numbers and ouality. 
Within the next five years or so the number of effective 
architects in this country will almost have doubled. 
Does this follow any overall plan? The number in the 
schools is governed by the maximum that can be 
accommodated to cope with the extra in-flow from the 
Services: there seems to be no such controlling factor 
in connection with the students taking the “external ” 
examination. At the present time there is a demand 
for architectural assistants, particularly experienced 
ones, both by practising architects—amonest whom 
work appears to be spread unevenly—and by Govern- 





* Mars/Arcn. S.A Comittee on Architectural Education. 34, 
Gordon-square, London, W.C.1. 
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ment offices and local authorities. Whether this will 
be maintained with the steady increase in the numbers 
qualified is a matter that depends not on public desire 
for building but on the material and labour likely to 
be available during the next decade. No one is in a 
position to assess this but the Minister of Economic 
Affairs. Uf he, then, is to be approached, who should 
do this—A.R.C.U.K., or the R.1.B.A., or some other 
body? 

It would be unwise to jump to the conclusion that 
we are heading for a period of architectural inflation. 
Even with the number doubled, it would not amount 
to an unduly large proportion of the population, if 
comparison be made with certain other countries. 
Should a brake be required, it could best be applied 
by raising the standard required to qualify. This would 
be likely to affect the “ external” examinees rather than 
those passing through the “ recognised ” schools, where 
the standard demanded is higher. But it would prove no 
ideal solution. It is likely that many who take the 
“ external ” examination are capable of reaching a higher 
standard if given the opportunity. This is at present 
denied them because they cannot afford the fees charged 
by schools. Those of outstanding ability may be aided 
by scholarships, but the “near-misses” are forced to 
seek training elsewhere. 


The problem to be solved is that of how 
architectural training is’ to be financed, so as to 
combine general equality of opportunity with the 
maintenance of a uniformly high standard of qualifica; 
tion. Possibly aid on the lines worked out in connection 
with University grants, free from hampering restrictions, 
could provide the necessary assistance. Once achieved, 
a general improvement in the standard of architectural 
efficiency in this country would result. This in its turn 
would raise the status of the architectural profession in 
the eyes of the public to the level of that enjoyed, for 
example, in Scandinavia, which again would lead to an 
increase in the scope of work entrusted to architects. It 
would automatically increase the demand for the services 
of architects, and so justify the greater intake into the 
profession, on which the Interim Report has focused 
attention. 


QUALITATIVE REGISTRATION 
OF BUILDERS 


[Tt is not entirely a cynicism that man is a protectionist 

when he is a seller and a free trader when he is a 
buyer. A natural instinct of self-preservation makes 
him think and act that way. Trades Unionism began as 
a conservative force to protect the vested interests of the 
craftsman. Professional institutes have sought through 
their Charters and latterly by registration to protect the 
titles of their members; it is not therefore to be won- 
dered at that the building contractor who comes between 
the professional man and the craftsman should seek 
some sort of parallel protection. The qualitative regis- 
tration of builders has been considered in this country 
from time to time and there will no doubt be consider- 
able interest shown in the draft Bill prepared by the 
Building Trades Employers in South Africa, of which we 
give particulars on page 511. 

This Bill is intended to provide for the registration of 
builders on the basis of qualification and experience. It 
contemplates the inevitable Registration Board whose 
functions will be to determine the standard of practical 
and theoretical knowledge required as a prerequisite to 
registration. It is to be a small Board—only five mem- 
hers—but they are to be chosen to represent builders, 
architects, consumers and educationists. The first snag 
which is encountered by all bodies seeking to protect 
their members’ interests through registration is how to 
avoid interference with the legitimate interests of those 
at present in bona-fide practice; for such “ automatic 
registration ” is the unsatisfactory but only possible solu- 
tion. 

So far the South African proposals are somewhat 
sketchy; much detail will have to be filled in. We are 
told that the inspection of building works is contempla- 
ted and provision is made for penalties in respect of pre- 
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scribed offences. What is envisaged is, no doubt, some 
independent inspection carried out on behalf of the 
Registration Board and over and above the normal 
architect’s and clerk of works’ inspection. We already 
have in Britain such superimposed inspection of ail 
works necessary to ensure compliance with the building 
bye-laws; the bye-laws are a Penal Code and offences are 
punishable by fines and/or imprisonment. But bye-law 
inspection can hardly be accepted as the sole criterion 
for registration. Something considerably. more intensive 
and effective would be necessary, and it will be very diffi- 
cult to formulate any scheme of inspection that will not 
conflict with the responsibilities of the architect. 


Qualification by examination is thé simple answer 
where educational and technical subjects are concerned: 
for the building contractor the standards prescribed 
should be at least as high as those required for the prac- 
tice of architecture, just as the standards of practical 
knowledge prescribed for the architect should be at least 
as high as those required by the builder. To design 
effectively requires practical knowledge of the quality 
and behaviour of materials and of the artificial cunning 
of men and machines, while the ability to carry out the 
works designed and specified by the architect calls for 
a high degree of theoretical and technical knowledge. 
Life is short—too short for the average person to qualify 
and effectively practise both as a designer and as a con- 
structor. That fact, coupled with the increasing com- 
plexity of building practice, has been responsible for the 
divorce of architecture and building which has taken 
place gradually but completely during the past century. 
Further the builder must acquire managerial. com- 
mercial and financial abilities which may partially come 
to him as a gift from nature but which—again because of 
the increasing complexity of modern living—must be 
developed by intensive study. The contractor, no matter 
how highly qualified educationally and technically, who 
defaults on a contract through bankruptcy would not be 
discharging one of his main functions. 

A’ major difficulty with which one is confronted when 
considering the qualitative registration of builders is the 
necessity to decide whether registration is to be of the 
individual or the firm. Building is team work. The 
architect’s skill is personal to himself; he may direct the 
activities of other architects less experienced than himself 
but their qualifications are such as he himself possésses. 
A craftsman’s skill is in his own hands and his own head. 
A builder on the other hand, whenever he gets beyond 
the stage of very small contracts, finds it necessary to 
spread his function over to partners, agents, foremen and 
others possessing in the aggregate qualifications which 
he could never hope to acquire personally in a lifetime’s 
study. Even in very small firms the team would consist 
of the technical and practical partner, the managerial 
partner, the commercially or financially educated son 
and the old office retainer (later to be taken into partner- 
ship) who is trained in quantities and costing and who 
probably does the buying. These four comprise the 
team which as a composite whole would justify registra- 
tion on a qualitative basis, although no one member 
might individually do so. Even then there might be 
difficulty in reaching “ due completion” if old Tom the 
foreman took it into his head to leave the firm and 
Start up in business on his own account. 

Registration under Defence Regulation 56 AB served 
no useful purpose other than to count heads. The count 
resulted in eo 150,000 firms calling them- 
selves builders. If these were automatically registered 
how many of them would possess the qualifications of 
old Tom? And how many “old Toms” would there 
be who would have to qualify by examination or per- 
formance because they did not happen to be in business 
on their own account when registration began? 


Qualitative registration will no doubt be one of the 
subjects considered by the Working Party; they will 
find it a thorny problem. It has proved to be capable 
of solution in the case of private enterprise house- 
builders; can it be extended to contractors large and 
small, sub-contractors and jobbing builders? There 
are many who feel it must be if builders are to establish 
sound estimating and costing systems through which 
alone can incentive schemes satisfactorily be operated. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Concert Halis for London. 
PROJECTS for no fewer than three 
big new concert halls in London are 
now under consideration—one:on_ the 
south side of the river in connection with 
the 1951 Exhibition; another as a mem- 
orial to the late Sir Henry Wood; and 
the third, the rebuilding of the bombed 
Queen’s Hall in Langham-place. Whether 
London needs three new concert halls is 
open to question, particularly as the Royal 
Albert Hall, notwithstanding its acoustic 
defects, is never likely to lose its popu- 
larity, especially for great occasions, and 
it might be well, therefore, if the Henry 
Wood project were to be merged with the 
rebuilding of the Queen’s Hall, with which 
his name is so intimately linked. 
However that may be, lovers of music 
and architecture will be pleased by all this 
activity, for at last there is reason to 
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hope that London may get—what it has 
never had—a great concert hall, first rate 
in every respect. The old Queen’s Hall, 
opened in 1893, excellent as it was 
acoustically, was really a naughty piece 
of architecture. Two architects, J. C. 
Phipps and T. E. Knightley, combined to 
produce it, the former, a competent 
theatre architect of his day, being -re- 
sponsible for the planning, and the latter 
for the “architectural treatment,” if a 
debased and over-decorated sort of 
classicism may be allowed this compli- 
mentary description. What is not gene- 
rally known is that the late H. H. 
Statham, then Editor of The Builder, him- 
self an architect and an accomplished 
musician who gave classical organ recitals 
at the Albert Hall, was privately consulted 
in the design of the Queen’s Hall, and it 
is to him that the excellent acoustics 
were mainly due. 

Although as a result of modern re- 
search into acoustics the design of a con- 
cert hall is no longer the hit-and-miss 
affair that it used to be, no architect 
entrusted with the design of one has an 
easy task. The conditions to be met are 
probably more complex than those of 
any other type of public building, and 
it is notorious that musicians themselves 
are by no means agreed on what consti- 
tutes the ideal concert hall. Fortunately, 
there is no longer any need to go to the 
Continent to study a: good modern 
example, Mr. Herbert J. Rowse’s Phil- 
harmonic Hall at: Liverpool having won 
golden opinions. 


Fabrics in Temporary Building. 

THE announcement that the Festival of 
Britain Exhibition buildings are to be 
temporary structures of a new kind, mak- 
ing use of fabrics, has aroused consider- 
able interest, for it has been suggested 
that if experiments now being carried out 
prove successful this method of building 
may be of great value. The type of 
fabric employed will be similar to that 
used in the manufacture of weatherproof 
suits for the Forces, and has already been 
used on a small scale in temporary 
buildings which are, in effect, weather- 
proof tents. The Exhibition buildings 
themselves have been described as “ new 
sorts of tents,” but no doubt they will be 
of a more impressive nature than the 
description leads one to believe. One of 
the most important problems presented to 
those who are carrying out research on 
the scheme is the type of material that 
will be used as a framework for the 
“tents,” which, by reason of their size 
and new shapes, will require a strong, 
durable support. A means of adequate 
ventilation has also to be considered, 
but if these problems are solved we will 
have evolved a system of construction 
which, apart from its many other advan- 
tages, will obviate the possibility of future 
exhibition buildings being left to crumble 
into decay, as have those of the Empire 
Exhibition at Wembley. And yet—are 
these really the kind of buildings which 
should be erected for the 1951 Exhibi- 
tion? We wonder! 


Housing Target Exceeded. 

Mr. Bevan, Minister of Health, 
announced on Saturday that the Sep- 
tember figures would show that 765,000 
houses had been built since the war, thus 
exceeding the target by 15,000. There 
was no reason for self-satisfaction, he 
added, for many families were livi 
under deplorable conditions. He admit 
that housing costs were much greater than 
they should be, but opposed any sug- 
gestion of reducin 
houses. Building effici 
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creased to reduce costs. The industry 
was far too reluctant to adopt new ideas 
of construction. 

A correspondent writes:— 

This matter is much in the minds of 
the members of the Housing Committee 
of the London County Council, it 
seems, who, like members of all other 
local authorities in this country, are at the 
present time faced with an awkward 
problem of how to meet the growing 
deficit. : 

Interesting figures on this question were 
given to the London County Council at 
a recent meeting. The figures were 
based on the cost of builtling 2,162’ flats 
and 1,062 houses on one site. The 
majority of the flats were pre-war. When 
the annual charges are set against the 
revenue obtained from rent subsidy and 
the statutory rate contribution, all the 
pre-war flats show a net surplus. Actually, 
on each flat the British taxpayer and 
London ratepayers are between them con- 
tributing nearly £1 a week, or £48 15s. 6d. 
a year. But the housing scheme of over 
1,000 houses is showing a most alarming 
picture, for there is an annual deficiency 
of £23 per house, even after the revenue 
derived from rent, subsidy and rates. 
Each house is costing public funds nearly 
£1 a week. Now the London County 
Council has to decide whether to raise 
the rents still further, although these are 
already higher than was anticipated 
three years ago. Or will the London 
ratepayers be compelled to make a larger 
contribution, or an appeal be made 
to Sir Stafford Cripps to give higher 
subsidies? The other solution of a return 
to less generous housing standards is 
barred’ by Mr. Bevan’s decision. 


Replanning in the City. 

Tue Minister of Town and Country 
Planning, Mr. Lewis Silkin, M.P.,. has 
now written to the Common Council of 
the City of London, stating that he pro’ 
poses to make an Order declaring about 
230 acres of land in the City to be sub- 
ject to compulsory purchase for the pur- 
pose of dealing with war damage. 

The City Corporation applied to the 
Minister for an Order to be made in re- 
spect of 272 acres. Among the areas 
included in the application which it is 
now proposed to exclude are the fol- 
lowing: (a) The rail approaches to Hol- 
born Viaduct, Cannon-street and Fen- 
church-street Stations; (b) Portions of the 
Inner Circle Railway; (c) A number of 
City churches, including St. Andrew, 
Holborn, the City Temple, St. Giles, 
Cripplegate, St. Mary-le-Bow, St. James, 
Garlick Hythe, St. Mary, Aldermanbury, 
All Hallows, Barking-by-the-Tower, St. 
Botolph, Aldgate: (d) The land between 
Aldgate High-street, Minories, and the 
City boundary; (ec) The land between 
Queen-street Place, Upper Thames-street, 
Queen Hithe Dock and the river; (f) An 
area on both sides of Holborn Viaduct 
between Holborn Circus and Farringdon- 
street. 

The City Corporation will in due course 
give notice by public advertisement of 
the place where a map giving details of 
the Minister’s proposed modifications can 
be inspected. 


Harlow New Town. 

Mr. Lewis Skin, M.P., Minister of 
Town and Country Planning, opened at 
the R.LB.A. an exhibition of models and 

lans of Harlow New Town, on October 
22. This is the first time that a new town 
has been the subject of an entire exhibi- 


f tion at 66, Portland-place. The models, 


drawing and data are, of course, of inter- 
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est to architects, but also to the laymen 
who are going to live in this and other 
new ventures. Mr. Frederick Gibberd’s 
designs were illustrated in our issue for 
October 19, 1947, 


In Parliament. 

THE Kinc’s SPEECH in opening the new 
Parliamentary session, announced that 

islation would be introduced to estab- 
ish National Parks in England and Wales; 
to improve the law relating to footpaths 
and access to the countryside; and to 
ensure a better conservation of wild life. 
The speech continued: “ Measures will be 
laid before you to extend the powers of 
local authorities in regard to new housing 
and to promote the improvement of exist- 
ing dwellings by local authorities and by 
private owners. You will also be asked 
to pass a measure to provide for review- 
ing the rents of shared rooms and of 
houses and flats let for the first time since 
the war.” 


“Design at Work” Exhibition. 


One hundred years ago the Royal 
Society of Arts sponsored one of a 
series of industrial exhibitions which 
led to the Great Exhibition of 1851. 
History has repeated itself, for at Bur- 
lington House, on October 26, H.R.H. 
The Duchess of Kent opened the “ Design 
at Work” Exhibition, organised by the 
Royal Society of Arts and the Council 
of Industrial Design. “The Design at 
Work” Exhibition is the first of its kind, 
showing the work of Royal Designers for 
Industry. By its explanation of the de- 
signer’s place in modern machine produc- 
tion and marketing methods, it demon- 
strates his contribution to the manufac- 
ture of products that work well, look well, 
last well and sell well. 

In a series of “ case-histories ” the work 
of the designer is studied in a number of 
subjects, and by means of actual objects, 
photographs and dioramas, there are 
shown the various stages in the creation 
of a number of well-known products and 
of some quite new designs exhibited for 
the first time. 

It is hoped by the organisers that the 
exhibition will be a useful forerunner to 
the 1951 Festival of Britain by stimulating 
now the production of British goods of 
outstanding design in time for showing 
to the world during the Festival. 

The Exhibition, which will remain open 
until November 28, from 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. (Sundays 2-6), has been designed by 
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Mr. Milner Gray, assisted by Mr. James 
Gardner, Prof. R. Y. Goodden, Prof. 
R. D. Russell, Mr. Kenneth Bayes, Mr. 
Robert Gutmann, Mr. Michael Percival 
and Mr. Joseph Revill. 


The Problem of the Men in Black. 


THERE is a certain amount of appre- 
hension in the towns to which 50,000 
Civil Servants are to be transferred 
from London. Sheffield, which is in 
need of 30,000 more houses, is to re- 
ceive 13,000 Post Office Savings Bank 
employees. More imminent moves are 
of 2,400 Inland Revenue staff to Worth- 
ing and 550 Board of Trade staff to 
Cheltenham. What will be the reaction 
of local authorities to these migrations? 
Considerable opposition is expected in 
some districts. But why? The exodus 
will not be immediate and if there is co- 
operation between local authorities and 
the Ministry of Health special building 
work can be carried on without affect- 
ing those citizens who are waiting for 
houses. The Ministry of Food staff, 
which is to be transferred to Guildford, 
will need 150 houses, 50 of them by 
July. The local council has been asked 
to agree to the building of 40 and 
10 by private enterprise, subject to there 
being no slowing down of the council's 
housing programme. It is suggested 
that departments’ housing requirements 
will be carefully examined by a White- 
hall committee to ensure that they do not 
throw too great a burden on any area. 
One can sympathise with the homeless, 
one of whom has expressed indignation 
at having his privilege usurped by 
“ blackcoated parasites,” and, indeed, 
with the “ parasites ” themselves who will 
not be too popular in their new dis- 
tricts. However, London will welcome 
a small decrease in its working popula- 
tion and if the Ministry meets with co- 
operation in its scheme nobody will have 
cause to complain of unfair treatment. 


University Extensions. 


PLANS for a new south wing at St. 
Catherine’s College, Cambridge, have 
been approved by the Town Council's 
planning committee. The Royal Fine 
Art Commission has also approved the 
scheme, which has been planned by Mr. 
George Kennedy, Oakley-street, Chelsea, 
S.W. The consultant to the college is 
Professor A. E. Richardson, R.A., 31, 
Old Burlington-street, W. 1. 

An instalment of the building of 
Nuffield College, Oxford, has recently 
been started. Ultimately this part will 
house the warden, but for the time 
being it will have to serve as the college. 
It has been designed by Messrs. 
Harrison, Barnes and Hubbard, 3, 
Southampton-place, W.C.1, and will be 
built in Clipsham stone. 


Discussion on Acoustics. 


A DISCUSSION on “Concert Hall 
Acoustics,” in which Mr. Hope Bage- 
nal will open a discussion by physicists, 
architects, musicians and music critics, 
will be held by the Physical Society’s 
Acoustics Group on November 4, at 
2.30 p.m., in the Royal Society of Arts, 
6, John Adam-street, W.C.2. 


Professional Announcements. 


Mr. H. HupparpD Forp, F.R.I.B.A.. of 
24, Cornfield-road, Eastbourne, has 
opened a branch office at 51, Church- 
road, Hove, 3, Sussex, where he will be 
pleased to receive trade catalogues, data, 
etc. 


Messrs. NoRMAN-BAILEY AND RICHARD- 
SON, chartered architects and surveyors, 
have moved to “Catherine House,” 25- 
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27, Catherine-place, S.W.1 (Tel.: Vic- 
toria 7088). 

MESSRS. BLACKBURNE, NORBURN AND 
PARTNERS, FF. & L.R.1.B.A., P.O. Box 890, 
Nairobi, Kenya, have opened a branch 
office at P.O. Box 452, Dar-es-Salaam, and 
would welcome trade catalogues and in- 
formation at that address. 





COMING EVENTS 


Monday, November 1, 

THe Roya. INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED 
SuRVEYORS.—Presidential address by Mr. S. 
Vvyvian Hicks. 12, Great George-st., S.W.1. 
5.30 p.m. 

THe Society OF ENGINEERS. — “ Soil 
Mechanics and the Practical —— by 
Mr. Charles B. Brown, B.A.l., M.S.E. 
Geological Society, Burlington House, W. 
5 p.m. 

Bova: METAL TRADES’ PENSION AND 
BENEVOLENT Society.—Dinner and dance. 
Park-la. Hotel, Piccadilly, W.1. 6.30 p.m. 


Tuesday, November 2. 

THe Houstnc CENTRE.—“ Peterlee New 
Town,” by Dr. Monica Felton. 13, Suffolk- 
st., S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 3. 

Town AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIA- 
TION.—"* The Land of Britain—its Use and 
Misuse,” by Dr. L. Dudley Stamp. The 
Planning Centre, 28, King-st., W.C.2. 6.15 


PATHE Lonpon Society.—* London Archi- 
tecture from the Great Fire to the Blitz, 
by Mr. John Summerson (Sth in_ series). 
Crosby Hall, Cheyne-walk, S.W.3, 8.30 p.m. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL Psy- 
CHOLOGY.—‘* The Supervisors’ Point of View, 
by supervisors from three industries. London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, 
Keppel-st., W.C.1. 6 p.m. 


Thursday, November 4. 

Tue Puysicat Society (Acoustics Group). 
—‘ Concert Hall Acoustics,” by Mr. Hope 
Bagenal, followed by discussion. ate 
Society of Arts, 6, John Adam-st., W.C.2. 
2.30 p.m. : 

Tue CHARTERED AUCTIONEERS’ AND AGENTS 
INsTITUTE.—** The Local Government Act, 


1948,” by Mr. Isaac Dixon, F.R.1LC.S. 
29, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C.2. 6 p.m, 


Friday, November 5. 
BIRMINGHAM AND Five COUNTIES ARCHI- 
TECTURAL ASSOCIATION. — “* Architectural 
Education and its Background,” by Mr. A. 
Douglas Jones, F.R.I.B.A. 8, Newhall-st., 
Birmingham, 6.15 p.m. 





FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1848 


Saturday, October 28, 1848 


THe employment of stone for all struc- 
tures in Glasgow gives an air of ele- 
gance and substantiality to them which 
is wanting in London and other places, 
where “compo” is chiefly used and 
abused. Moreover, it leads to greater 
care on the part of architects in drawing 
mouldings and ornaments, which are to 
be put up in what ought to be a durable 
material, and the result is that the cor- 
nices, architraves, window-heads and 
other dressings are better profiled, as a 
general rule, though, of course, with 
many exceptions, than they are im 
London. Still, in the new parts of Glas- 
gow, with increased elegance, we miss 
that picturesque and pleasing effect 
given by variety which the old parts of 
this and other towns present, and, as in 
Edinburgh, the repetition ad mauseant 
of the same front, with a marked centre 
and evenly balanced sides, produces mono- 
tony and dullness. This is further in- 
creased by the prevalent practice 0 
painting the external stonework, which 
reduces it to the appearance of “ compo 
forthwith, 
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WILLIAM KENT 
His Life and Work 


it is odd that so little should be known 
on the human side about some of 
our most famous men. In architecture, 
Robert Adam, despite his fame, remains 
a strangely elusive figure. William Kent, 
equally famous in the first half of* the 
eighteenth century—an acknowledged 
arbiter of taste, on terms of friendship 
with the aristocracy and the leaders in 
art and letters, Walpole, Burlington and 
Pope among them—is no less elusive. 
Even his birthplace and name have been 
matters of doubt. By one historian he 
was said to have been baptised at 
Rotherham, but this was another William 
Kent. There appears to be no doubt that 
he was born at Bridlington, probably in 
1684, though the date is not certain. 
Vertue is the authority for the tradition 
that he was apprenticed to a coach- 
painter at Hull and that he broke his 
apprenticeship and came to London 
without leave. Now it would appear, 
from recent investigations carried out by 
the Rev. Dr. J. S. Purvis, that his name 
was not Kent but Cant, and it is doubtful 


Photographs by courtesy of ‘“‘ Country Life.” 
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whether he was apprenticed to a coach- impressed, presumably, by his 
has been i 


inter at Hull, for no trace 
ound of William Cant or Kent in the 


rs cannon Rolls. What does seem and 
to 


beyond doubt, however, is that he 
was born of humble parents. 

Our knowledge of Kent’s life and 
activities, such as it is, is due mainly to 
Horace Walpole, who in his “Anecdotes 
of Painting” drew largely on Vertue’s 
notebooks. This knowledge has been 
increased by two collections of letters— 
the Burrell Massingberd correspondence 
and the letters of Lord Burlington and 
his circle in the Chatsworth Library and 
some other letters—and on this body of 
material Miss Margaret Jourdain has 
based her reassessment of the life and 
work of William ‘Kent.* 

Notwithstanding his humble origin, 
William Kent must have been a man o 
considerable character. He was “ drawn 
to great people,” Miss Jourdain says, “as 
if by a magnet,” and was soon on terms 
of intimate equality with them. Some 
wealthy Yorkshire gentlemen, charmed 
no doubt by his engaging manners and 


* THe Work or Wiitiam Kent. By Margaret 
Jourdain. With an Introduction by Christopher 
org (London: Country Life, Ltd.) Price 
2 2s. net. 


Upper Part of Staircase Hall, 44, Berkeley-square (circa 1743). 


f very useful one to 


send 


promise, to 
to Rome, circa 1710, to study 

there he i for nine 
would appear oer eighteenth 

tr was no means ys 

lofty, disinterested affair it 
been made out to be, for in his 
— merge at Kent not y fill 
much space with “ protestations of grati- 
tude to his generous friends,” but ) 
“ forwarding to them from Italy packing- 
cases of architectural works, copies 0 
pane ye paintings, then in Doge nod prints 
and ‘bustos,’ together wi ples soap 
and treacle for their household stores, 
and fans for Burrell Massingberd’s wife.” 
Besides studying painting, Kent was 
clearly acting as a sort of art repre- 
sentative “ shopping ” > ang Ther 5 a 
coun a4 @ tale Whe twee Gk fee 
to fill one’s mansion with Italian works 
of art. In Rome he met, among other 
distinguished and wealthy men, Earl 
of Burlington, and this was undoubtedly 
the ing-point in his fortunes, for on 
his return to England Burlington was the 
means of procuring him clients for whom 
he carried out large schemes of painted 
decorations, nota at Kensington 
Palace, Ditchley, Houghton, Chiswick 
and Ra * 

From the examples of his work which 
remain, it is clear that Kent was no 
more than a competent painter either of 
decorations or portraits. It was after he 
had finished some of his decorations at 
Kensington Palace that, in 1725, he was 
appointed, probably by Burlington’s in- 
fluence, Master Carpenter at Office 
of Works, becoming afterwards a Com- 
missioner, and it was no doubt the 
practical experience of building that he 
now began to get that developed his in- 
terest im architecture, which Lord 
Burlington, leader of the Palladian 
movement, had already aroused. It was 
with his additions’ to Kew House, or 
Palace, circa 1730 (demolished 1802-3), 
that Kent, then 46 years of age, may be 
said to have started his career as an archi- 
tect—very late in life. 

Inspired, no doubt, by the Inigo Jones- 
John Webb scheme for a = palace at 
Whitehall, Kent and Burlington turned 
their joint attention to the rebuilding of 
Westminster on a grand scale. Their aim, 
writes Miss a i va was : — 
programme for reform o on’s 
public architecture. Their plan for the 
reconstruction of Whitehall and West- 
minster on a scale suitable to the t 
centre of government would ave 
stamped those areas with an impress of 
formal splendour.” Possibly, but to 
judge from Kent’s designs for the Houses 
of Parliament which are illustrated in the 
book, we have not lost greatly by their 
never having been carried out. Most of 
the elevations are heavy and rather un- 
inspi Palladianism, and the plans 
would by this time have become com- 
pletely obsolete. That Kent was a poor 

is shown by the Horse Guards 
building (carried out after his death’ by 
Vardy). He seems to have regarded 
buildings more as subjects for picturesque 
composition than -as convenient places 
to work and live in. There can be little 
doubt that he was lacking in that 
efficiency which is the hall-mark of the 
complete architect. Sir Thomas Robinson 
is quoted as saying that Kent “often 
gave his orders when full of Claret, and 
as he did not perhaps see the works for 
several months after, he had indeed a 
pretty concise, tho’ arbitrary, manner to 
set all right, for he would order without 
consulting his employers, three or four 
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hundred pounds’ worth of ‘work to be 
directly pulled down, and then correct 
i to what it ought to have been 
at first.” 


Kent’s exteriors at their best have a sort 
of placid severity, as at Holkham, Nor- 
folk, whith, in spite of the claims of 
Matthew Brettingham, his pupil and 
assistant, would appear to be almost 
wholly Kent’s work. His interiors are apt 
to be over-decorated and overloaded with 
rather coarse ornament. But what an eye 
he had for dramatic effect! Could any- 
thing be grander than the colonnaded 
hall and staircase at Holkham, or any- 
thing more theatrical than the staircase 
hall at 44, Berkeley-square, London, 
lavish and large enough for a house 
many times its size? HoweversKent may 
be regarded as a painter or an architect, 
there is no doubt as to his genius as a 
landscape gardener. Walpole called him 
“the father of modern gardening. . .the 
inventor of an art that realises painting 
and improves nature.” He was the first 
architect to abjure the prevailing 





Carved and Gilded Side-table from 
Houghton Hall, Norfolk. 
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Venus’s Vale, looking south-west over the Great Pond, Rousham, Oxon. 


symmetricality of his time for an 
organised informality, helping to give us, 
in the words of Mr. Christopher Hussey, 
who contributes a scholarly preface to 
this book, “the man-made humanised 
landscape. . .England’s greatest contribu- 
tion, perhaps, to the visual arts of the 
world.” Although much of Kent’s gar- 
den work has, unhappily, been altered 
or entirely destroyed, his magnificent 
garden at Rousham, Oxfordshire, remains 
intact and is illustrated in this book by 
his contemporary plan and a series of 
superb photographs. 


(Incidentally, we are glad at last to 
have pinned down our old friend “ Shara- 
waggi.” The word, Mr. Hussey records, 
was first introduced into this country by 
Sir William Temple in “ The Garden of 
Epicurus ” (published in 1692), where, in 
referring to the asymmetrical freedom of 
Oriental art, as seen in Chinese painting 
and garden layouts, contrasted with 
Europedn symmetry, he wrote: “They 
have a particular word to express it: they 
say Sharawaggi is fine.” According to 
Mr. H. F. Clark, 
Sharawaggi is a 
Japanese word 
which means not 
being regular. In 
future we trust that 
our aesthetes will 
be content to say 
“ irregularity.’’) 

William Kent 
had another dis- 
tinction in being 
the first English 
architect to design 
furniture, his work 
being bold and 
ornate and, like 
much of his archi- 
tectural decoration, 
rather coarse. 
Nevertheless, in its 
appropriate setting 
it looks superb. 





October 29 1948 


He also designed ladies’ dresses and there 
is a record of a petticoat decorated with 
columns of the _ five orders. His 
versatility, indeed, brought him much 
criticism in his lifetime and after. Mr. 
Hussey’s judgment is probably the 
correct one that “ he is not undeserving of 
recognition as one of the last upholders 
of the great Renaissance tradition, that 
of the omnicompetent artist; indeed, one 
of the very few of that order begotten 
by England.” 

Little seems to be known. of Kent's 
private life, though his will provided, inter 
alia, for an actress, “ with whom he had 
long lived in particular friendship,” and 
her two children. He died in 1748, 
presumably at the age of 64, and was 


buried in Lord Burlington’s vault at 
Chiswick. 
This book gives us as complete a 


picture of Kent as we can hope to get 
(failing the discovery of further material), 
as well as a comprehensive idea of the 
quality and variety of his work. It is 
extremely well written and _ includes, 
besides a portrait, 150 half-tone illustra- 
tions from contemporary drawings and 
prints and photographs of existing work, 
beautifully reproduced on art paper. A 
few criticisms must be made. Owing to 
the arrangement of illustrations in sec- 
tions according to the character of the 
work shown—architecture, decoration, 
furniture, etc.—it is necessary to be 
constantly turning pages to obtain 4 
general idea of any one particular build- 
ing or work. Grouping the illustrations 
would have been more satisfactory 
visually, if less convenient for reference 
in relation to the text. Also we regret 
the absence of plans of existing build- 
ings. Kent may not have been a good 
planner but it would at least be interesting 
to see how bad he really was and to 
study the disposition of the interiors 
shown. A small but not unimportant 
point is the omission of the word 
“architect” from the sub-title of the 
book. G. J. HowLine. 
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The R.A.F. Record Cloister and some of the graves. Below: Detail of the Record Cloister. 


R.A.F. RECORD CLOISTER, BROOKWOOD MILITARY CEMETERY 


EDWARD MAUFE, R.A., 
ARCHITECT 


HIS Record Cloister in Portland 

stone has recently been erec- 

ted for the Imperial War Graves 

Commission at Brookwood Military 

Cemetery as a shelter and a place 

in which to house the Record 
Book of the graves nearby. 


The R.A.F. graves of the Second 
World War have been laid out in 
“avenue” form and the new 
Cloister closes the long vista at the 
south end. The R.A.F. badge and 
motto have been carved by Mr. 
Esmond Burton. The _ vaulted 
ceiling, shown in the illustration 
of the interior of the Cloister, is 
not yet completed; it is to have 
a decoration of stars and clouds 
on the present blue vaulting. 


This Cloister is but a part of the 
very interesting layout now being 
carried out at Brookwood. Mr. 
Maufe has recently designed and 
built a Record Building for the 
Canadian Government near the 
Canadian burials, which we also 
illustrate. We learn that the 
Imperial War Graves Commission 
is making every endeavour to see 
that Brookwood Military Ceme- 
tery shall be one of the most beau- 
tiful in the country. 


The general contractors for the 
R.A.F. Record Cloister were 
Messrs. Trollope and Colls, Ltd. 
The construction of the Record 
Building for the Canadian Govern- 
ment was carried out by the Royal 
Canadian Engineers. 
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The views on this page are from a model. 


THE T.U.C. MEMORIAL BUILDING, BLOOMSBURY, W.C. 


DAVID DU R. ABERDEEN, B.A., F.R.LB,A., A.M.T.P.L, ARCHITECT 


‘HIS model of the Trades Union Congress It is hoped that it will be possible to make a start 
Memorial Building, to be erected on a site in on the construction of the building towards the end of 
Great Russell-street, London, W.C.1, has been made next year and if the work then proceeds according to 
by Mr. David du R. Aberdeen, B.A., F.R.I.B.A., schedule, it should be completed by about March, 1953. 
A.M.T.P.I., whose design was placed first in the com- The winning design was reviewed and fully illus- 
petition assessed by Sir Percy Thomas, O.B.E. trated in The Builder, July 23 Iast. 
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Detail View of One of the Blocks. 
“OAKLANDS,” WHITTON : FLATS BUILT BY PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 


ERIC LYONS AND G. PAULSON 
TOWNSEND, LL.R.1.B.A., 
ARCHITECTS 


anal siaalil 


THIS scheme of flats at Whitton, 

Middlesex, is one of the few 
post-war ventures of this nature 
carried out by private enterprise. 
Some communal amenities and re- 
sponsibilities are provided for. The 
occupiers contribute a small sum 
which pays for the maintenance of 
the gardens and cleaning of the 
common staircases, __ etc. The 
occupiers have their own committee 
which administers the expenditure. 
The gardens have been laid out, but 
the borders and tree planting will be 
put in this autumn. There are 24 
flats in four blocks. 
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THE PROGRAMME WAS TO PROVIDE 
24 flats on this site, originally intended 
for development with maisonettes 
(flatted houses). Rigid economy and 
low timber content were important to 
allow building under licence controls. 

SirE:—The site ‘is “ backland,” 
surrounded on three sides by the back 
gardens of houses, and on the fourth 
side by a common way serving the 


yards to the shops and flats in the 


High-street. The only approach is 
from Constance-road in the south- 
west corner of the site. 


The Layout. 


PLAN :—The 24 flats are provided in 
4 two-storey blocks of 6 flats each. 
The blocks are T-shaped and each 
contains 5 two-bedroom and 1 three- 
bedroom flats, all served by the com- 
mon central staircase. The approach 
is by a new private road from Con- 
stance-road. Access for trades, fuel 
and refuse collection is from the 
existing common way along the east 
boundary. Living rooms face either 
west or south and have an outlook over 
the common gardens. Blocks are 
linked by a screen wall shielding the 





laundry hanging spaces. The ground- 
floor stair hall gives access to the fuel 
store, placed at the intersection of the 
two wings. From there, access is ob- 
tained to the rear of the building, to 
the pram and cycle stores, and to the 
laundry hanging spaces between the 
blocks. In the flat plan, the plumber 
has not received first consideration and 
the aration of kitchen and bath- 
room has allowed a convenient living 
arrangement. Tenants’ experience has 
shown that the economies effected 
by the smallness of circulation space 





Ea AD REA RE RR 


om 


ie es OR RE REESE 


f 
3 
¢ 
ota 
i 
+ 
+ 
? 
* 
? 
¢ 


ra 





meh et Ree eae ta ae aaptiewening enn pe atl 


OW pA L Bee 


Pade ance 


ine 


at 


De ee Ree eee 


& 
4 


eae 


y " > 
Pee 


mtige. Figg > aetennd we 


—— 


w 


ef » + Oe . 
i te 





THE BUILDER 








“OAKLANDS,” WHITTON: A Living Room, 


easily outweigh any theoretical savings in plumbing costs. 

INTERNAL FINISH:—Common staircases; magnesite 
flooring to halls, landings and staircases. Walls fairface 
in multi-coloured facing. bricks and sandlimes. All rooms 
plastered throughout. Fireplace wall to living room in 
facing bricks. Bathroom tiled to cill height. 

SERVICES:—All pipes are in vertical ducts with full- 
height access panels on each floor. Hot water is by back 
boiler in living room fire, serving cylinder in linen cup- 
board with immersion heater. 

CONTRACTS:—The contract price was £23,000. The 
general contractors were Messrs. H. B. Kingston, Ltd. 


~. 





Approach to First-floor Flat. 





























50 Fett 








Typical Ground-floor Plan. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers § were:—Asphalt, 
Ragusa Asphalte Paving Co.; fabric for reinforced con- 
crete, Hyrib and B.R.C.; bricks, Marston Valley Brick Co. 
and Standard Brick and Sand Co.; cast stone, Ashford 
(Mdx.) Concrete Products Ltd. (pre-cast window 
boxes and copings); glass, Aygee Ltd.; patent flooring. 
the Universal Flooring Co.; grates, Newton Chambers and 
Co., Ltd.; gasfitting, Gas Light and Coke Co.; electric 
wiring, Haines and Sheppard, Ltd.; plumbing, Faithfull 
Bros.; sanitary fittings, S. R. Love and Sons; door 
furniture, Stedall and Co.; casements, Joinery and 
Builders Supplies Ltd. (EJMA wood); metal windows, 
Williams and Williams; plaster, A. Offer and Son; 
Tyrolean finish decorative plaster, Cement Marketing 
Association (external render); metalwork, Fredk, Braby 
and Co., Ltd.; joinery, Kandya, Ltd, (kitchen fitments), 
Craigelea Joinery Co, (doors), Emcol Products (main 
entrance doors); tiling, H. Michie; shrubs and trees, 
Garden Landscapes (London); and signs, Daymonds Ltd. 
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THE NATIONAL 
MUSEUMS AND 


GALLERIES 
REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT 


HE Standing Commission on 

Miitseums and Galleries was estab- 
lished by the Treasury in 1931 to deal 
with the development of these Institu- 
tions, co-operation between them and the 
encouragement of private benefactions. 
It has already issued its first and second 
report, the latter in 1938, and it intended 
to continue reporting at five-yearly inter- 
vals, This intention was frustrated by 
the war and it is only recently that the 
third report* has been issued. As might 
naturally be expected, this deals largely 
with the serious damage that many of 
these buildings have suffered from the 
bombing during the war years and the 
steps being taken towards repair and re- 
construction. 

This is not, however, the most impor- 
tant feature in the work of the Com- 
mission, which is of especial value in its 
outlook towards the future. Obviously. 
the first step required was to make good 
the leeway lost through war damage, 
which, to render accessible to the public 
the buildings of over a dozen of the 
Lendon Museums and Galleries alone, 
has been estimated to cost over £400,000. 
Two-thirds of this work has now been 
carried out, but in addition to this nearly 
one million pounds will be required to 
cover the reconstructions needed to place 
the buildings in a position adequate to 
fulfil their desired functions. This sum, 
and the further amounts which would 
be wanted to provide for the future pro- 
gramme, appears to be large, but hardly 
so in relation to the national budget as 
a whole. 

An interesting section of the report is 
the description of the measures taken to 
provide for the safety of the more valu- 
able paintings and other irreplaceable 
material, beginning before the outbreak 
of war and continuing at a later date. 
Deposits were made in underground 
slate quarries in the West 
Country, also various other relatively safe 
places in rural areas and in an unused 
part of the London Tube system. Where 
required, the storage was air-condi- 
tioned and paintings were given artificial 
light to prevent deterioration; in fact, 
these were returned in better condition 
than they would have been in normal 
times. 

In reviewing the more urgent needs 
for the future, taking London first, the 
British Museum has been relieved of the 
burden of sharing library accommodation 
with the Department of Antiquities and 
also to provide an additional building for 
the books on a suitable site in the 
vicinity. The newspaper library at Hen- 
don will be partially replaced by a per- 
manent microfilm laboratory, housing the 
equipment given by the Rockefeller 
Foundation Trustees, which will effect a 
great saving of space. Extensions on the 
Museum site will also be required to 
separate the oriental antiquities from 
the ethnological department. The 
Natural History Museum at South Ken- 
sington demands large extensions to the 
north of the present pe sg ' 

The Victoria and Albert Museum will 
also have to be extended northward and 
the Science Museum, with its Library, 
will demand skilfully-planned blocks to 





*“The National Museums and Galleries: The 
War Years and After.” Third Report of the 
Standing Committee on Museums and Galleries. 
HM. Stationery Office, 1948. Price 1s. 6d. net. 
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provide for extensions now urgently 
needed on the South Kensington site. 
Sketch plans have been prepared for the 
enlargement of the Imperial War 
Museum at Lambeth without encroach- 
ing on the much-valued open space 
around it. The London Museum is to 
go to Kensington Palace and two further 
museums will shortly be open to the 
public: Apsley House, Hyde Park 
Corner, together with a large part of its 
contents, is the gift of the present Duke 
of Wellington, and it will be regarded as 
a Wellington Museum; and Ham House, 
presented by Sir Lyonel Tollemache, 
will, with its remarkable contents, make a 
notable addition to the nation’s artistic 
resources. 

The National Gallery, as part of its 
plans for reconstruction, proposes to 
initiate a long term scheme, including air- 
conditioning and relighting; a model has 
been prepared as a guide for this. The 
Tate Gallery has also a comprehensive 
programme. The Maritime Museum has 
been re-established in the Queen’s House 
and adjacent buildings at Greenwich, and 
notes in the Report deal with all the 
other museums under national control 
in the London area. 

The numerous municipal museums of 
the provincial centres are outside the 
scope of the Commission, but the Nation- 
al Museums and Libraries of Scotland 
and Wales are given due consideration 
and their demands reviewed; they run on 
lines more or less parallel to those for 
London, including additional sites and 
extensions of buildings for galleries, lec- 
ture theatres, storage, etc. A Welsh Folk 
Museum is being formed at St. Fagan’s 
Castle (given by. the Earl of Plymouth) 
which will be a valuable adjunct to the 
Welsh National Museum. 

The term Folk Museum is a con- 
venient title for those of somewhat 
different type to the standard one with 
its rigid methods of classification. It 
aims at depicting life as a whole, group- 
ing objects together as in use to give a 
vivid popular impression of how people 
of a region, a race or a period made 
their livelihood, occupied their homes, 
dressed and amused themselves. Ex- 
amples of this form of exhibition may 
be seen at Stockholm, at Nuremburg, 
and at Washington, U.S.A. One is con- 
templated for Scotland, and Chiswick 
House and park might be suggested as a 
place for a London example. It is not 
necessary that all the objects employed 
should be original; good replicas may 
supplement these when necessary. A 
museum of this type has a strong popular 
appeal and a more diffused educational 
value than those organised primarily for 
artistic or scientific students. 


H. V. LANCHESTER. 





A Motorways Bill. 


The British Road Federation states that 
it welcomes the announcement of the Rt. 
Hon. Alfred Barnes, M.P., Minister of 
Transport, that he had set up a new Com- 
mittee as a permanent feature of the 
Ministry of Transport. The Federation, 
however, views with considerable 
disappointment Mr. Barnes’ announce- 
ment that the economic position pre- 
cluded adequate improvements. 

On July 8 last, the Minister stated that 
he hoped to introduce a Motorways Bill 
into Parliament. The sooner this legis- 
lation is on the Statute Book (states the 
Federation) the more speedily can the 
planning of motorways take place. It is 
therefore to be regretted that no mention 
of impending legislation was found in the 
King’s Speech on Tuesday. 
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SCHOOL 


- CONSTRUCTION 
NEW METHODS URGED 


A TECHNICAL WORKING Party, in a 
report* to the Minister of Education, 
published on Wednesday last, states that 
new methods of school construction must 
be adopted if a large-scale educational 
building programme is to be executed in 
the next few years. 

Present methods are too slow and may 
result in many children being without 
school places for long periods in the next 
few years; costs have risen sharply and 
if they go much higher, the prospects of 
carrying through a programme of severa! 
hundred million pounds during the next 
10-15 years will be seriously impaired. 
There is also a serious shortage of tech- 
nical and administrative staff. In fact, 
the 1947 programme for permanent 
school building has taxed to the full the 
administrative and technical resources of 
many local authorities and of the 
Ministry. 

To overcome these difficulties, stan- 
dardisation flexibly applied, bulk order- 
ing and the use of prefabricated units on 
a considerable scale are recommended. 
This will mean the mass production in 
factories of building components capable 
of being assembled in a variety of ways: 
it will not mean mass-produced schools. 
A “National” school is not advocated 
and the Working Party is strongly against 
the use of makeshift or temporary build- 
ings to meet what are really permanent 
needs. 

Mr. George Tomlinson, the Minisier 
of Education, has in general accepted the 
main recommendations of~ the report, 
which also suggests that the Ministry 
should urgently circulate accounts of ex- 
periments in design and _ construction 
already being tried out by local educa- 
tion authorities and others. A permanent 
exhibition of school building, established 
at the Ministry, is 1ecommended to help 
the study of new ideas and current prac- 
tice. 

The Working Party considers that the 
Ministry should play a more active part 
in promoting and co-ordinating research 
into school building and that closer con- 
tact should be maintained with the 
various research agencies. 

The report recognises that standardisa- 
tion can easily produce monotony and 
states that it would be a catastrophe i! 
its proposals when put into effect created 
a deadly monotony for schools of all 
types throughout the country. This dan- 
ger, it is pointed out, can be avoided i! 
realised at an early stage. 

The Working Party was appointed by 
the late Miss Ellen Wilkinson in 1946 
under the chairmanship of Sir William 
Cleary, to consider and make recommen- 
dations on the technical details of the 
principles of school construction sug- 
gested in the Wood Report on Standard 
Construction for Schools in the light o! 
the present materials position and of the 
long-term building programme required 
by the Education Act of 1944. ; 

The po gp also covers many technica! 
details of school construction. 


The late Claude Redgrave, L.R.1.B.A. 
At one time chairman of the Coventry 
Society of Architects, and architect for 
many important buildings in the City. 
Mr. Claude Redgrave has died at his 
Coventry home, on October 20, aged 65. 


* Report of the Technical Working Party on 
School Construction, H.M. Stationery Office 
price 1s. net. 
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RELAXATION OF BUILDING CONTROLS 


THE BUILDER 


£100 LIMIT TO BE RAISED TO £1,000 FOR CERTAIN CLASSES OF 
BUILDING WORK: W.B.A. SCHEME TO GO 


THE Ministry of Works announce 
an increase in the financial limit for 
vuilding licensing for certain classes of 
buildings and cancellation of the 

W.B.A. Priority Distribution Scheme. 
Both these relaxations will take effect 
n November 1. They have been made 

possible by an increase in the available 
supplies of a number of building com- 
»onents and also by a reduction in the 
»verload on the building industry that has 
followed from. the operation of the 

Government’s plans for capital expen- 

diture introduced at the end of last year. 

The potential demands upon _ the 
building industry are still greatly in 
excess of its resources and of the 
uvailable supplies of materials so that the 
building licensing control has still to be 
apes: ithout this control much 
nore work would be started than could 
ce finished within a reasonable time and 
the most urgent jobs would be slowed up 
in competition with unimportant work. 

Nevertheless, it is the -Government’s 

objective to simplify the procedure of 

the control as far as possible and to felax 

t as conditions make it possible to do so. 

[t is in pursuance of this policy that the 

changes now announced will be made on 

November 1. 


Licence Changes, 

A new Order will come into force on 
November 1 which increases for certain 
classes of buildings the amount of 
building work which may be carried out 
without a licence. Under the present 
Order, which the new Order supersedes, 
an amount not exceeding £100 may be 
spent on any single property without a 
building licence in the period July 1, 1948 
to June 30, 1949. The new Order will 
allow a sum not exceeding £1,000 to be 
spent in the same riod on certain 
special classes of buildings, namely 
buildings used wholly as_ factories; 
warehouses; farm buildings (excluding 
farm houses); schools, universities a: 
other educational buildings; and office 
buildings with a floor space of 10,000 
square feet or more. n there is 
more than one such building on a single 
property, the maximum amount which 
may be spent without licence on the whole 
property will still be £1,000. The limit 
of £100 for the year beginning July 1, 
1948, remains unchanged for all other 
buildings. 

This means it will still be necessary to 
apply for licences for work over £100 on 
houses, shops all buildings not 
specially mentioned above. 

Unfortunately (states the Ministry of 
Works) supplies of timber and steel for 
building work are still so scarce that it 
is impossible to introduce any relaxation 
in the allocation schemes for those 
materials, even for the Piccasing 
buildings to which the new 
limit applies, so that applications for the 
use of steel and timber will have to be 
made as hitherto in all cases without 
change or exception. 

The special classes ‘of buildings a which 
the new financial limit applies are 
buildings on which the work carried out 
would sorry os of an_ essential 
character, and e a many small but 
necessary jobs to done on them, 


includi r 

for which pete have readily been 
granted in the —~ Since the increase in 
the licensing t for these buildings 
mainly covers cases in licences 
would in any case have to be granted, the 


nd equipped with classrooms, 





new afrangement should not prejudice 
other important types of building work 


such as housing where the licensing limit ™4? 


remains at £100. The position will be 
carefully and continually watched both to 
ensure that the building industry as a 
whole is not being put out of balance 
and to see when any further relaxation 
of the control can be made. 


Cancellation of the W.B.A. Scheme. 


The Control of Building Materials 
Order will be cancelled with effect from 
November 1. 
end the statutory control of distribution 
of building components known as the 
W.B.A. Priority Distribution Scheme. On 
and after November. 1, therefore, the 
W.B.A. Priority Certificates (B.M.104) 
will cease to be in use. 

The Order (state the Ministry of 
Works) was made during the summer of 
1947, when the rate of completion of 
houses and other building work was 
seriously held up by shortage of the 
components covered by the Order, which 


The effect of this will be to 


wall to\take special action to deat with 

sading Keing,, Tis qeocobern, Saeen 
ta ng. pr ure, known 
as neluding hows Assistance, has been 
special value during the past summer 
in dealing with shortages of cement, which 
is not covered by the Order now being 
cancelled. 

Those responsible for housing and 
other = iority work —_ continue to 
place their orders in fo time. If they 
are unable to obtain deliveries in time to 
avoid hold-ups in essential work, they 
should give full particulars of their re- 

uirements to the Regional Materials 

istribution Officer of the Ministry of 
Works, who will give such help as is 
necessary. 

The Order now to be cancelled did not 
apply to timber or steel, and the arrange- 
ments for timber and steel allocation 
will not be affected. 


COUNTRY CRAFTSMEN’S COLLEGE 
CONVERSION SCHEME AT THAME 


TT'ENDERS are invited for the partial 
conversion of the Old Institution 
Buildings at Thame, Oxfordshire, for 
use as a training college for count 
craftsmen. The architects for the wor 
are Messrs. H. S. Goodhart Rendel and 
Partners. 

In 1937, Rycotewood School of 
Cabinet Making was founded at Thame 
by Captain C. M. A. G. Michaelis to 
train apprentices in cabinet making, and 
up to April 1 this year the School was 

entirely supported from trust funds sup- 
plied by him as owner. Before the war, 
Rycotewood School was accommodated 
in the Old Institution, Thame, which had 
been converted by Captain Michaelis and 
laboratories 
and as a boarding hostel. On the requisi- 
tion of these buildings during the war, 
the School was housed at 30, Upper High- 
street, Thame, where it continues at pre- 
sent until the Old Institution can be made 
ready as a County Craftsmen’s College. 

The Oxfordshire Education Commit- 
tee are aware of the shortage of skilled 
agricultural maintenance workers, and 
recent consultations with ge 
local education authorities, the Natio 
Council of Social Services, the Rural 
Industries Bureau, the Develo ment 
Commission and the Ministry of 
tion have revealed an urgent need for 
a regional training centre for these rural 
craftsmen. When, in 1947, Ca 
Michaelis made his generous offer to hand 
over to the Education Committee, Rycote- 
wood School with its premises, —- 
ment and machinery, they accepted the 
offer and decided to establish a colle 
the principal function of which will 
the pre-vocational training of appren- 
tices for rural crafts. In so doing, the 
Education Committee felt that a distinct 
advantage would derive from the high 
standard of workmanship and the re- 
cord of the existing School, around which 
these rural crafts courses will develop 
with a common core of general educa- 


eee extensions, tion. 


The College will be mainly residential, 
for students between 15 and 18 years of 
age with practical aptitudes and interests. 
At present it is only possible to continue 
the three-year course in cabinet-making 


for some 20 students; this includes pro- 
vision for the preliminary training al 
handicraft teachers. When the conver- 
sion of the Old Institution has been car- 
ried out, residential pre-vocational one- 
year courses for the following trades are 
to be provided for students who will be 
selected according to their aptitudes, phy- 
sical fitness and interest in the country- 
side: Country property maintenance men; 
farm mechanics and agricultural imple- 
ment engineers; rural vehicle builders 
and wheelwrights. 

The course wilt begin at the age of 15. 
Each student will be given a general in- 
troduction to a wide range of country 
crafts for the first term and specialised 
pre-vocational training in the second and 
third terms. Students will be encouraged 
to return to the College for further two 
months’ refresher courses in each of the 
subsequent years of a nticeship and 
contact will > made with the trade. asso- 
ciation concerned to prepare for the re- 
ception of students into apprenticeship. 
The student capacity of the College is 
estimated at 70, including 54 residential 
places. 

At a later stage county college courses 
will be provided for those engaged in or 
wishing to take up country occupations 
— iring special skill. 

lans for the conversion of the Old 
Institution have been drawn up by the 
Authority’s architects, in consultation with 
the Mi of Education and the Rural 
Industries Organiser of the Oxfordshire 
Rural Community Council. The first in- 
stalment will include: Engineering and 
, machine shop, smiths’ and welding ‘shop. 
= wood machinery shop, coach builders’ 
ame Bigcresne oo shop, cabinet-making 
classrooms, drawing office, dining 

hall ktchen oped (0 proceed etc. a 

t is hoped to ger at an y 
date to the completion of the scheme, 
i.c.. the provision of boarding accommo- 
dation for staff and students. 


An Appointment. 
Mr. N. 
pens deg ® pee 
rchitect, 
been appointed Biaue toch 
‘effect from October 1 ae 


So. Jounson, A.R.LB.A., 
formerly Deputy County 
i one il, has 

with 
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THE BUILDER 


REINFORCED HOLLOW BRICK FLOORS 


AN L.C.C. EXPERIMENT 


[HE “ Perfora” system of reinforced 

hollow brick floors originated in 
Belgium and Holland, where, in the vast 
majority of post-war houses and flats, it 
takes the place of our customary timber- 
joists and precast floors. 


Its importance lies in the economies it 
effects in the use of steel and cement, 
whilst shuttering is completely eliminated, 
and a high proportion of semi-skilled 
labour is employed to construct the pre- 
cast units on the site. The early difficul- 
ties preventing its use in this country are 
now being resolved. The Housing De- 
——— of the London County Council 

just concluded a wide range of tests 
with experimental modifications to meet 
the demands of its own bye-laws and, in 
collaboration with the District Surveyors 
of the localities concerned, is now carry- 
ing out several large schemes of multi- 
storey development in which the “ Per- 
fora” brick will form the sole means of 
flooring. There is also every likelihood 
that the hollow bricks, previously manu- 
factured from the alluvial deposits of the 
Rhine, will be produced in this country. 

The cost of the floor is directly affected 
by the speed of erection, which in turn 
depends upon the careful organisation of 
labour and the sequence of operations on 
the site. He would, indeed, be a brave 
man who, to-day, could dare to forecast 








A four-course unit ready for wheeling to the hoist. Present 
practice in experimental work in this country is to use a 
metal-rimmed 


WITH DUTCH SYSTEM 


“ probable. cost,” but it is hoped to reach 
a figure of 30s. a square yard. 


The System Outlined. 

The “Perfora” floor is composed of 
hollow clay bricks 9} in. by 34 in. wide 
by 44 in. deep. Whilst these are suitable 
for domestic purposes, a deeper 5-in. 
brick is recommended for block dwell- 
ings. The pre-cast beams are formed by 
laying three or four courses of the bricks 
in cement mortar, with reinforcement 
placed in each course in the recesses in 
the sides of the bricks. These units are 
built on the ground exactly as one would 
build a half-brick wall, the steel being 
embedded as each course is laid. When 
a unit of three or four courses is com- 
pleted, a sand course is added and the 
next unit commenced on the sand—the 
work continuing until the maximum con- 
venient height is attained, generally not 
exceeding 4 ft. 6 in. 

In Holland it is the practice for the 
architect to design the spans to “ Per- 
fora” brick sizes, but by shipping the 
last brick of the span, the exact length 
required can be obtained on the site. 

The beams, after maturing for about a 
week, are hoisted with the stee] under- 
neath to the position on the walls where 
they are to be laid. Care must be taken 
in transporting the units to see that they 


wheel to facilitate turning. 











Four men carrying a three-course unit on the first-floor of 
a large speculative housing scheme at Eindhoven, Holland. 
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are not broken. It is recommended when 
using the 44-in. deep brick that additional 
3-16 in. bars be inserted in the top of 
each joint to reduce this risk, but such is 
not the practice in Holland and Belgium. 
When used as a suspended ground floor 
the usual surface concrete can be dis- 
pensed with—though some treatment of 
the sub-soil may be necessary, such as 
spraying with a mixture of pitch and tar. 

The units are placed in position side by 
side on the bearing walls, which should 
be screeded to provide a level bearing. 

The beams as laid are immediately 
capable of withstanding normal working 
traffic before the final operation of 
screeding. This is a distinct advantage 
over the “ wet” concrete floor, where it is 
necessary to wait 14 days before striking 
the shuttering, and the water content of 
the building 1s thus considerably reduced 

As soon as a portion of the floor is laid 
the electrician, plumber and other trades 
requiring holes to be cut can proceed to 
work without delay, following up the floor 
layers so that a natural sequence of 
trades is assured. 

When the electric conduits, junction 
boxes and similar items have been fixed 
in position, other trades attended upon, 
and the building roofed in, the surface 
screed is applied, the thickness depending 
largely upon the span of beam employed, 
the diameter of electric conduit to be 
covered and the type of finished floor 
surfacing to be used. In practice, using 


mastic or composition flooring, this is 
generally 14 in. in thickness. 
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Another view of work in progress on the L.C.C.’s housing 
immedi- 


site at the White City showing services fi 


It has been pointed out that since the 
use of this floor on a large scale might en- 
tail the diversion of bricklayers from 
walling, “ trainees,” under the supervision 
of an experienced bricklayer, could be 
employed, since a high degree of skill is 
not required. The bricklayers can con- 
struct the “ Perfora” beams whilst site 
clearance, excavation and foundation 
work proceeds. They are then diverted 
to their normal work of walling without 
any delay. 


Deflection Tests. 


Deflection tests carried out over a 13-ft. 
clear span, with a loading of approxi- 
mately twice the design load, proved satis- 
factory. The total deflection of a unit, 
without screed, taken at centre of span 
with ends free, after loading for 24 hours 
was 0.812 in. and the recovery 24 hours 
after unloading, 91 per cent. Using a 

t-in. sc under similar conditions, a 
deflection of 0.295 in. was measured with 
69 per cent. recovery. 


Use on an L.C.C. Estate. 

One of the first estates on which the 
L.C.C, has used “ Perfora ” is that now in 
process ef erection at the White City, 
Hammersmith, where several five-store 
blocks of flats will be equipped wi 
‘ Perfora” floors. The work is under the 
direction of Mr. Cyril H. Walker, O.B.E., 
F.R.LCS., Director of Housing and 
Valuer, with Mr. S. Howard, L.R.LB.A., 
Housing Architect. The main contrac- 
tors for this work are Messrs. M. J. Glee- 
son and Son, Ltd., and the “ Perfora” 
flooring is being executed by their sub- 
Pa ssc Brick Flooring Constructions, 

Eric AMBrosE, B.A., F.R.1.B.A. 


Locomotive Testing Station, Rugby. 

Tuts building, for British Railways, 
was officially ned on October 19 by 
the Minister of Transport, Mr. Alfred 
Barnes, P.C., M.P. The architectural 
design and construction of the building is 
the work of the Chief Engineer’s Depart- 
ment, British Railways (Midland Sec- 
tion). Commenced in 1939 the work 
was stopped for the duration of the war, 
and remained in abeyance until 1944. 
The testing station stands on a site of 
some 7} acres and consists of two build- 
ings with rail and road approaches. The 
— building comprises the Test House 
itself, the preparation shed, the coa 
bunker annexe, and foreman’s office and 
mess room. The smaller building houses 
the offices and the chemical laboratory. 


ately after the beams have been piaced in position. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


By Le Corbusier 
(London : 
Price 


THE HOME OF MAN. 
and Francois de Pierrefeu. 
The Architectural Press.) 
10s. 6d. net. 


This book, now translated into English 
by Clive Entwistle and Gordon Holt, 
was prepared at Vichy in 1941, when the 
authors had the idea to put their heads 
together “to outline the principles that 
should be followed in planning the new 
world,” as the publishers’ note expresses 
it. The introductory text, by 
Pierrefeu, ranges over the whole 
problem of physical planning, particu- 
larly as it is found in France, while M. Le 
Corbusier follows up with a large num- 
ber of scratchy pen-and-ink sketches, 
with captions, illustrating the theme 
which (need it be said?) is that already 
familiar to readers of “The City of 
Tomorrow.” The book —— to be in- 
tended for the layman, but it is made 
unnecessarily “ hard going” by a certain 
discursiveness in the handling of the 
theme. We doubt, too, whether the 
ordinary reader will take the trouble to 
understand the drawings, some of which, 
without a careful reading of the captions, 
might be thought to be “ doodles” rather 
than the graphic expression of construc- 
tive ideas. Some, on the other hand, are 
surprisingly elementary. It now seems 
less likely than ever that Le Corbusier's 
vision of the “ vertical garden city” will 
be widely realised, despite his Marseilles 
project. In the age of atom bombs 
it would appear to be a better plan to 
burrow in the earth as deeply as possible 
than to go skywards. M. Le Corbusier 
might be encouraged to bring his fertile 
imagination to bear upon the_ ible 
subterranean aspect of future life upon 
our distracted planet. 


APPROACH TO ARCHITECTURE. By Man- 
ning Robertson and N. K. Robertson. 
(London: Edward Arnold and Co.) 
Price 10s. 6d. net. 

The writing of ular books on archi- 
tecture is a difficult art, attempted by 
many but successfully achieved by few. 
In a subject which is widely regarded as 
technical and esoteric, the chief aim of 
the author who wishes to help the lay- 
man to an understanding of it is to 
arouse his interest at the start. If he 
can do this he should find no difficult 
in holding it, provided he avoids dull- 


1 ness and unnecessary technicalities. The 


book under notice succeeds in its object 
as well as any that we have read. Archi- 
tecture is appr as an influence 


- a good wor 


Beams used as cantilevers on the L.C.C.’s White City 
housing site. 





upon everyd..” life, affording “the 
widest and most intimate introduction to 
the visual arts”; and instead of a parade 
of the historical styles, with their dates, 
we have interesting chapters, written in 
good, simple English, on the construc- 
tive principles, building materials, house 
design, details and decoration, colour and 
shadow, architectural drawing, propor- 
tion and grouping, with short chapters on 
history and style and the implications of 
town planning. The general reader will 
find, on putting down the book, that, 
ee almost, he has absorbed 

ing knowledge of architec- 
ture and building construction. The 
least successful chapter is the one on 
“The House,” which introduces a good 
deal of unnecessary dialogue between an 
architect and some awkward clients. The 
= oe ns — os —- 
y the authors as well as by ee s. 

G. J. H. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


A History OF ARCHITECTURE ON THE 
COMPARATIVE MeTHop. By Sir Banister 
Fletcher. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
Price £2 12s. 6d. 

METALWORK. By Donald Smith. (Lon- 
don: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 7s. 6d. 

THe INN AND THE GARDEN City. By 
Elizabeth and Gilbert McAllister. (Lon- 
don: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 5s. 

AN INTRODUCTION TO PLANNING. By 
John J. Clarke. (London: Cleaver-Hume 
Press, Ltd.) Price 12s. 6d. 

CATHEDRALS AND How THEY WERE 
Burt. By D. H. S. Cranage. (London: 
— University Press.) Price 

s. 6d. 

PAINTING AND DECORATING CRAFT 
Practice. By James Lawrance. (London: 
E. and F. N. Spon, Ltd.) Price 9s. 

Geometry Il. By G. A. Hanby. 


(London: Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, 
Ltd.) Price 6s. 

FOUNDA AND Foortincs. By H. P. 
Smith. ( : Crosby Lockwood and 


Son, gs Price 5s. 

Crvit. ENGINEERING FOR THE CLERK OF 
Works. By Vernon C. Whiting and K. 
Mills. (London: Longmans Green and 
Co.) Price 12s 6d. ; 

New Ways or Bumopinc. Edited by 
Eric de Maré. (London: The Archi- 
tectural Press.) Price 30s. 

CHIPPENDALE Furnirrure DESIGNS. 
Preface and descriptive notes by R. W. 
Symonds, (London: “Alec Tiranti, Ltd.) 
Price 7s. 6d. 

ALTERATIONS TO Burpinas. By R. G. 
Snell. (London: Sir Isaac Pitman and 
Sons, Ltd.) Price 8s. 6d. 
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SOCIAL WELFARE 


HOUSING DEPARTMENTS’ 
RESPONSIBILITIES 


PAPER on “Social Welfare in 

Housing Administration,” read by 
Miss M. R. Scnortetp, LL.M.. F.I.Hsg., 
housing manager of Stoke Newington 
Metropolitan Borough, at the Conference 
of the Institute of Housing at The Dome, 
Brighton, on October 15, was designed 
to prompt members of local authorities to 
consider whether their housing depart- 
ments did actually provide full public ser- 
vice of a standard commensurate with 
the size of the problem. 

A summary of the paper follows :— 


Social welfare begins in the very fabric 
of the building in which the housing 
department is housed. Don’t you think 
it time your General Purposes Committee 
sat down and considered the relative im- 
portance of the direct public service given 
by different departments of the local 
authority, and allocated their office 
accommodation accordingly? Perhaps 
then the housing 4 ong might come 
into its own, and have better facilities 
for carrying out its work. Wouldn’t it 
help an applicant in distress to come into 
a bright waiting-room where she can sit 
down and smoke a cigarette, if she can 
afford to? Then give her a private in- 
terview at which both she and the inter- 
viewer are seated. So much more will 
come out of that interview. Counters 
and pigeon-holes put barriers between 
public and staff; and the public does not 
want everyone else who is waiting to hear 
all their troubles. 

My next question is: What sort of 
staff do you allow to interview the 
public? Remember, this is personal 
service, and is ene of the most skilled 
jobs in your housing department. A 
good interviewing service will save end- 
less worry in other directions. 

I suppose every borough visits their 
housing applicants before housing them. 
The war, however, has created a big 
preblem in that applicants with residen- 
tial claims to housing in certain boroughs 
have been scattered all over the country. 
Much closer co-operation is needed 
between boroughs on this matter of home 
visits in another borough. This task of 
housing the people is a national task, and 
all boroughs should help each other. 

Now fF want to discuss the selection 
of tenants. I know that some of the 
point systems aren't aca out quite 
as you planned. Some of you have 
recently produced new systems. Have 
you examined yours lately? Aren't some 
of you beginning to wonder whether, in 
your very just anxiety to treat the 
returning Serviceman fairly, you may 
have excluded from consideration a num- 
ber of desperately needy cases? Let it 
not be thought that I wish to belittle the 
claims of the ex-Serviceman to good 
housing; but do not let us lose sight 
of others in dire need, and provide for 
them in our _ systems as well. 

Do we really use enough discernment 
when allocating property? This applies 
particularly to large towns where we not 
only have council houses and flats but 
converted properties and requisitioned 
houses. It is of vital importance that 
the officer letting property should know 
what he is letting. He should know its 
state of repair, its advantages and draw- 
backs. I believe there are still some 
boroughs where property is let by post 
and offered to more than one applicant 
at a time. Wouldn’t it be much better 
to ask your prospective tenant to call, 
send him to view the property, and settle 
his tenancy with an officer who has seen 
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the property and can explain the details? 
A personal interview may save you from 
letting a house with a large garden to 
a man who hates gardening, or from 
letting a house a long ey from a bus 
stop to a blind or disabl —— or a 
house with a long flight of steps to a 
woman with a pram. If only you will 
take trouble with your lettings, you will 
save yourself endless requests for trans- 
fers later on. I turn now to the allocation 
of new property. In these days, when 
allocating new property, we should pay 
more regard to rent. The rents of new 
properties are often much too high for 
the families in the greatest need, but 
they take the property because of their 
need, and either have a real struggle to 
make ends meet or get into arrears with 
rent. Some tenants have lived on your 
housing estates for over 25 years. They 
have been good tenants, the backbone of 
your estate. Some of them might like a 
change and may very well be in a finan- 
cial position to pay more rent. Why not 
let some of them move to your high- 
rented new property, and free some of 
your cheaper property for those who 
would be embarrassed by a high rent? 

To those of you with a lot of requisi- 
tioned property, I would ask you to give 
sympathetic consideration to applica- 
tions to transfer to permanent property. 
A number of them are living in requisi- 
tioned property which would have been 
better bombed, but which had to be taken 
because there was nothing else. 

There is a lot we can do to help each 
other in this question of transfers 
between one local authority and another. 
If a tenant of a council house in Swan- 
sea wants to exchange with the tenant of 
a council house in Galashiels, provided 
the families are the right size, and you 
get a guarantee of as good a tenant as 
you are losing, what difference does it 
make to you? You lose nothing, but 

ou make two families contented; and 
isn’t it family happiness that we are all 
working for? 

The final aspect of this transfer ques- 
tion I would like you to look at is the 
question of transfers or exchanges 
between the local authority and the 
private landlord. Many private land- 
lords have good property which is under- 
occupied by elderly people who would 
like a small council flat. Good land- 
lords, if properly approached, will agree 
to accept a recommended nominee from 
the council’s waiting list, who can afford 
the rent and needs that size of accommo- 
dation. In return, the council takes the 
elderly couple into a small flat or cot- 
tage. On our waiting lists we all have 
comparatively well-to-do families who 
are able and willing to pay an economic 
rent, and therefore should do so. 


1 have said virtually nothing about 
estate management. The form of man- 
agement Must depend on the size of the 
local authority, the type of district, and 
the types of property involved. I would, 
however, ask you not to do as I have 
done in this paper—let the problem of 
the applicant and the actual allocation of 
property overshadow the necessity for 
managing your properties once your 
applicants are housed. Neglect in man- 
agement of estates leads to slackening 
of standards, indiscipline, neglected 
property, and in a decade you may have 
all the problems your housing schemes 
were intended to overcome back on your 
doorstep. 

However, whatever your method of 
management, you will all have certain 
basic problems, the first of which is rent. 
[I am sure the only really satisfactory 
method of rent collection is the weekly 
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call, with the rent collected inside the 
dwelling. In dealing with rent arrears 
I think that often we don’t act quickly 
enough. A new case should be dealt 
with by a kindly inquiry, which may 
help to solve the blem and prevent 
the arrears from getting worse. 

To those concerned primarily with 
the property, I would say that your con- 
tribution to management is no less one 
of social welfare than that of any other 
branch of the work. The planners of 
labour-saving houses and of  well- 
designed estates, and those engaged on 
maintenance are all contributing to the 
well-being of the community and to 
family happiness. One thing both the 
single and the aged hate, and that is to 
be separated from the main community 
and housed in quiet backwaters. So 
please mix your single people and you: 
old folk with the families if you possibly 
can. They are part of the community, 
in which all should dwell together. 

My final point is on the staffing of 
housing departments. Have you re- 
vised the establishment of your housing 
department since the war? Are you 
using the right sort of men and women? 
I hope before very long that men and 
women will qualify from the Institute 
of Housing with a training certificate 
as well as a diploma, but for this we need 
the wholehearted co-operation of the 
local authorities, so that over a period 
of two years men and women may gain 
experience in more than one branch ot 
the work. 

I have said nothing new to-day, but 
there are times when we need to be 
drawn from the dizzy heights of planning 
the future to consideration of the present 
problems at our feet. Housing is .the 
Cinderella service of local government in 
far too many places. We want you to 
help us build up the service, with proper 
accommodation, by using experienced 
staff, by training recruits. We want you 
to be more flexible in your attitude to 
our problems, so that we can all not 
merely provide houses for the people but 
fulfil our greater task of rebuilding the 
family life of the nation. 


SOCIETIES and INSTITUTIONS 
INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS 
New Headquarters for Surveyors 


The official opening of new London 
headquarters was held by the Institute 
of Quantity Surveyors on September 
19. Members from all branches attended 
the ceremony, which was preceded by a 
luncheon party and visit to the House 
of Commons by members of the Mid- 
land and London Branches. The presi- 
dent of the Institute, Mr. H. Fulford, 
received members later, and was assisted 
by the hon. general secretary, Mr. W. H 
Masterman. : ; 

At a recent meeting of the Institute of 
Quantity Surveyors a paper was delivered 
by Mr. Reginald R. Wood, LL.B., 
F.L.Q.S., on “The Fourth Edition of the 
Standard Method of Measurement.” 


THE CHARTERED AUCTIONEERS’ 
AND ESTATE AGENTS’ INSTITUTE 


In the July examinations, 89 passed the 
Final, 70 the Direct Final, 212 the Inter- 
mediate, and 44 the Preliminary. 

The following awards have been made 
on the results of the March and July 
Examinations: Michael Clough, 54, Car- 
digan-road, Leeds, 6, Yorks; Institute 
Gold Medal. Thomas Harry Jones, 6. 
Downs-road, Coulsdon, sy elgg 
Daniel Watney Gold Medal and . 
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REGISTRATION OF 
BUILDERS 
SOUTH AFRICAN PROPOSALS 


\ DRAFT Bill providing for the 
~* Registration of Builders is in course 
of preparation by the National Federa- 
on of Building Trades Employers in 
suth Africa. This Bill, in which the 
South African Minister of Labour is 
taking an interest, contemplates the 
egistration of builders on the basis of 
ualification and experience. In sending 

ésumé of the provisions embodied in 
the draft Bil, Mr. H. C. Roberts, 
rganising Director of the Federation, 
writes: “ The industry here feels very 
ongly on the need for registration, and 
f the Government will not introduce a 
|, it is very likely that we will attempt 
get it through as a private measure.” 


RESUME OF THE BILL 


he ie tee draft Bill, as prepared 

the Federation, contemplates the 
registration of buildefs on the basis of 
qualification and experience. _Inter- 
ference with bona-fide owner-builders is 
ot contemplated and, in recognition of 
the rights of the individual, automatic 
registration will be granted to all builders 
operating in the industry at the date of the 
coming into operation of the measure. 
After the expiration of six months from 
hat date no unregistered builder will be 
permitted to undertake work in the build- 
ing industry without exemption from the 
Builders’ Registration Board. The main 
object of the Bill is to safeguard the 
interests of the public and to protect the 
ndustry against exploitation in times of 
abnormal demand, such as at present. 

The Builders’ Registration Board shall 
consist of five members to be appointed 
by the Minister of Labour. One shall be 
appointed on the recommendation of ur- 
ban local authorities, one shall be a person 
selected for his knowledge and experience 
of the industry, one shall be appointed on 

he recommendation of the Institute of 
South African Architects and two shall 
be appointed on the.recommendation of 
National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers in South Africa. 

The Bill regulates the procedure at 
meetings of the Board and provides for 
the appointment of an executive com- 
mittee or such other committees as may 
deemed necessary, and for the 
delegation of its powers to such com- 
mittees. Provision is also made for the 
appointment of a Registrar and other 
officers to carry out the work of the 
Board. 

The Board is empowered to issue, can- 
cel, suspend or annul certificates of regis- 
tration. Its iain functions will be to 
ictermine the standard of practical and 
theoretical knowledge required as a pre- 
requisite to registration and to keep a 
detailed register of registered builders. 
In prescribing examinations the Board 
shall have regard to the courses recognised 
or purposes of apprenticeship. 

Persons who have attained the age of 
2! years, are of good character, and are 
not unrehabilitated insolvents are eligible 
‘or registration, provided they have com- 
pleted the prescribed course of training 
and have passed the prescribed examina- 
tions. Any builder who automatically 
qualifies for registration upon the coming 
into operation of the measure, if he 
ceases to operate as a bona-fide builder 
for a continuous period of at least twelve 
months, shall forfeit his certificate and, 
on re-entering the industry, shall be 
regared as a newentrant. - : 

The inspection of building work is con- 
templated and provision is made for 
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penalties in respect of prescribed offences. 


Any person who feels aggrieved by a and 


decision of the Board may appeal to the 
Minister and, failing satisfaction; to the 
Supreme Court. 

The administrative costs of the Board 
will be met from revenue accruing to it 
in the form of registration and examina- 
tion fees. 

It is contemplated that the detailed 
requirements of the Board in — to 
examinations and the standards of know- 
ledge and experience required will be 
prescribed by regulation after consulta- 
tion with the Minister. 

In no way is registration, or the right 
of competent builders to operate in the 
building industry, tied up with member- 
ship of the Federation or of its affiliated 
Master Builders’ Associations. 


TOWN PLAN FOR 


NAIROBI 
MASTER PLAN COMPLETED 


[N July, 1945, the Municipality of 
Nairobi, capital of Kenya, engaged 
the services of three town-planning 
experts, and their report, entitled 
“ Nairobi, Master Plan for a Colonial 
Capital,” has recently been published 
(H.M.S.O., 21s.). The team which has 
produced this plan was composed of 
Professor L. W. Thornton White, 
F.R.1.B.A. Mr. L. Silverman, B.A., 
B.Sc. (Econ.), and Mr. P. R. Anderson, 
B.Sc., A.M.LC.E. A.M.T.P.L, all of 
whom consulted all interests, both 
official and unofficial, and representatives 
of all races before the preparation of the 
lan. 
" Nairobi was constituted a municipality 
in 1919 and is administered by a Muni- 
cipal Council composed partly of elected 
and partly of nominated members, all 
races being represented. The Munici- 
pality has always been alive to the needs 
of town planning and housing, and during 
the war years the African Housing 
Scheme at Ziwani, comprising 430 
buildings, was carried through by. the 








. failway’s present alignment. 
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Municipality, as well as the Makongeni 

Starehe housing schemes of the 
Kenya government, all on the outskirts 
of Nairobi. The Makongeni scheme is 
financed from Colonial Development 


and Welfare funds, half the cost being ~ 


a free grant and half a loan. 

The report begins with a detailed 
survey of the particular conditions and 
problems confronting the town-planner’ 
m Nairobi. The original site was chosen 
by the railway builders, and the railway, 
the workshops and marshalling yards 
remain important features in any plan 
for the city; Nairobi was first settled as 
recently as 1896 and in this short space 
of time has wn to a city of over 
100,000 inhabitants, the acknowledged 
capital of British East Africa. 


It was almost inevitable that municipal 
services could not keep pace with such 
rapid urban growth, and commissions in 
1906 and 1913 reported inadequate 
sanitary arrangements and water supplies 
for the increasing populafion. Since that 
time many improvements have been 
made, such as the provision of an an- 
cillary water-supply system, an extension 
of the sewerage system and the surfacing 
with tarmacadam of the previously dusty 
earth roads. In 1926 a town planning 
consultant had been called in to give 
Nairobi its first zoning arrangements, 
and in 1938 the Municipal Council 
formulated a five-year development plan 
which was cut short by the war. 


The Master Plan: Zoning. 

Nairobi already possesses well-defined 
business, commercial and industrial zones, 
the latter including the extensive railway 
workshops. Industrial expansion 
additional railway marshalling yards are 
planned as an extension south-eastwards 
of the present railway workshops area. 
The business and commercial zone is 
planned to remain largely as at present, 
Delemare-avenue being its main 
thoroughfare; no main motor routes are 
carried through this zone which is kept 
smaH and compact so that most move- 
ment may be pedestrian. 

Residential zones number over 30 
separate units, interspersed with open 
spaces west and north of the city centre; 
each unit is planned as a complete 
neighbourhood unit with its own shopping 
centre; a total future population of up to 
250,000 is allowed for, and an average 
density of 15 persons ve acre is regarded 
as a workable basis. nd unifs are also 
resefved for official government 
municipal housing estates, mostly near 
the existing ones. 

The plan envisages the time when there 
will be 20,000 road vehicles in Nairobi, 
and makes far-reaching recommendations 
for road layout. A number of parkways 
with limited junctions with other roads, 
and not serving any buildings directly, 
are designed to carry fast moving traffic, 
It is proposed that the railway, which at 
present turns north through the centre of 
the town after leaving the station, should 
be diverted to the south and that the 
principal parkway should occupy the 
The aero- 
drome on the east side of the town is to 
served by two parkway extensions. 
Master Plan proposes that the 
ivi and administrative 
in a Kenya 
alee — 
ex ing west to the slopes 
irobi Hill. The centre is planned 
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HOUSING COSTS 
NEED FOR REDUCTION 


"Two ways by which the Government 

and the local authorities could help 
the building industry to reduce the cost 
of houses for the oe were suggested 
by the president of the National Fede- 
ration of Building Trades Employers, MR. 
fF. M. SLEEMAN, of Exeter, at the jubilee 
dinner of the North Western Federation 
in Blackpool on October 22. 

The main problem before the building 
industry to-day was high costs, said Mr. 
Sleeman. The Minister of Health’s 
Committee on Housing Costs, which had 
presented its first report, said the 
cost of building had increased, was still 
increasing, and must be diminished if 
those in need of real homes were to get 
them quickly. All building trades em- 
ployers agreed with ‘that. One con- 
tribution which the Government could 
make would be to arrange right away for 
increased supplies of timber. At present 
we were using substitutes. That added 
considerably to the cost of building. 
He realised that many imports we should 
like had to be restricted in order to save 
dollars, but increased imports of timber 
could, he believed, be offset, in part at 
least, by increased exports of cement, now 
being used as a substitute for timber. 

Local authorities, too, could make a 
real contribution to the problem. and at 
the same time help those middle class 
families whose need for homes was des- 
perate, by allocating, within the discretion 
given to them by the Minister of Health. 
the full quota of houses for building by 
private builders. Experience had proved 
that the greater the competition between 
local authorities and the private builder, 
the lower the costs and the lower the 
charges on the rates and taxes. 

Building employers should concentrate 
on discovering how, under a policy of full 
employment, they could increase both 
output and mobility, lessen casual em- 
ployment and at the same time decrease 
costs. It was the cost question which 
made the problem so difficult. H costs 
did not matter, the answer would be 
simple. But they were all important. 
They hoped to make some constructive 
suggestions on the subject to the Govern- 
ment’s Working Party which was now 
inquiring into the industry. They did not 
want unemployment, But they did want 
improved output, increased mobility and 
a decasualised industry. And remembering 
that they were building for posterity they 
did not want, if it could be avoided, to 
see any lowering of ‘standards. 

There ‘were some who saw in 
nationalisation the cure for all ills. 
Others said that building should bé a 
social service. Had these people forgotten 
that between the two wars the building 
industry, partly in co-operation with the 
Government and with local authorities, 
and partly on its own initiative, had been 
responsible for one of the finest bits of 
social service work ever carried out in 
this or any other country? Four million 
houses had been built in that period, and 
when the last war began slums were 
being cleared and replaced at such a rate 
that, but for the war, slum dwellings 
would by now have been a thing of the 
ast. And at the same time the industry 
ad erected every other sort of building 
that was wanted—hospitals, schools, 
factories and civic buildings. And all at a 
cost which was so reasonable that the 
question of profits never arose. 

iat work was still going on 
rg many obstacles, and the Ministry 
of Health Committee still considered that 
the builders’ profits were reasonable. 
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N.W. EMPLOYERS 
JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 


THe North-Western Federation of 
Building Trade Employers attained its 
Golden Jubilee in 1944, but owing to the 
war and post-war provlems it has not 
been possible to commemorate the event 
fittingly until this year. The Federation 
therefore held its official celebrations at 
Blackpool on October 21 and 22, when 
a full programme of events ended with 
a reception, dinner and dance. 

An outline of the history and growth 
of the North-Western Federation is given 
in “ The First Fifty,” an interesting and 
informative booklet compiled by Mr. H. 
Bullough, F.C.1L.S., the Federation's 
Secretary. The author describes how, in 
1893, the idea of a Regional Federation 
took root among the master builders’ 
associations in the north-west. The 
Bolton Association put out a “ feeler” 
with regard to the possibility of amal- 
gamation, and the following year the 
Blackburn Association circulated more 
definite proposals which resulted in the 
establishment of the Lancashire Federa- 
tion of Building Trade Employers. Later, 
in 1914, the counties of Cumberland and 
Westmorland and parts of Shropshire 
and Derbyshire were included, and the 
title changed to that we know to-day. 

The Federation can look back on fifty 
years of steady development and achieve- 
ment, through good times and bad, each 
succeeding year adding to the record of 
service to members and to the industry. 
As Mr. Bullough so rightly concludes: 
“May future historians be able to look 
back upon the Second Fifty with equal 
pride.” 
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STOCKS OF BUILDING 
MATERIALS 
LATEST FIGURES 


Tut Monthly Digest of Statistics for 
August, 1948, contains a number of 
figures of particular interest to builders 
The following details are given of stocks 
of building materials :— 


June, June, 

Stocks held. 1947. 1948 

Bricks (millions) .. -» +» 290.0 539.0 

Roofing tiles (thousand squares) 101.8 255.6 

Plaster board (thousand sq. yds.) 225.0 574.0 
Wood wool building slabs 

(thousand sq. yds.) Ree: 68.4 128.1 

Plywood (million sq. ft.) . . 151.0 253.9 

Softwoods(thousandstandards) 145.7 411.8 

Hardwoods (million cub. ft.) 12.7 28.95 


The average increase in stocks is 122.5 
per cent. On the other hand there has 
been a reduction of 424 per cent. in the 
number of permanent new houses autho- 
rised. The official figures state that 
the number of permanent new houses 
authorised was reduced from 82,519 in 
the first half of 1947 to 47,461 in the 
corresponding period of 1948. 


EDUCATIONAL 
BUILDING 


A PLEA FOR LOCAL AUTHORITY 
TEAMWORK 


THE present school-planning position 
was, perhaps, the worst headache that 
had ever afflicted the educational world 
said Mr, D. R. HARDMAN, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of Education. 
when opening a women’s conference, 
organised by the London Labour Party. 
on October 21. It was also a challenge 
and an opportunity—perhaps the greatest 
opportunity we had ever had—to equip 
ourselves worthily for the future. The 
over-large classes in primary schools and 
the lack of enough proper secondary 
schools alone called for an enormous 
building programme. Schools had been 
destroyed by bombs, some were only fit 
for pulling down even before the war, 
others had fallen into disrepair. The 
war had held up the building and replace- 
ment of schools and it was not until 
1947 that the Ministry was able to go 
ahead. The result had been like a dam 
breaking, said Mr. Hardman. A great 
flood of school building had spread over 
the country. We just couldn't build 
schools fast enough. 

Revealing that since January 1, 1947. 
the Ministry had approved £444 million 
worth of building against £7.7 millions 
in the four years following the first 
world war (1920-24), he said this showed 
the colossal task facing us in a time of 
shortage. 


We were getting on with it. however- 
By the end of August £21 million worth 
of building was under construction and 
between August last year and August this 
year we had managed to increase the 
national labour force on educational 
work from 3,750 to 12,450. Mr. Hard- 
man appealed for co-operation between 
the local authorities and the Ministry. 
which should be the powerhouse to 
which authorities could come for know- 
ledge of new techniques and conceptions. 
This co-operation should be matched by 
teamwork between the educational and 


_ the architect's staffs within the local 


authority. Teamwork would build 


schools. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


ideal Home Exhibition. 

The 26th Daily Mail Ideal Home Ex- 
hibition will be held at Olympia from 
March 1 to March 26, 1949. 


“ London Echoing.” 

The reference to James Bone’s 
“London Echoing” in our issue for 
October 15 gave the price of the publi- 
cation as 15s. We are informed by the 
publishers, Messrs. Jonathan Cape, Ltd., 
that the price is 18s. 


Brochure on Sandlime Bricks. 

The Sand Lime Brick Manufacturers’ 
Association, Ltd., has recently published 
a brochure on the composition, manufac- 
ture, uses and characteristics of sandlime 
bricks, for three specific grades of which 
there is a British Standard Specification. 
Copies may be obtained free of cost from 
the Secretary, 55, Romney-street. S.W.1. 


“ Fleming Court,” Paddington. 

The pre-cast concrete staircase windows 
to the entrances in “ Glas-crete ” construc- 
tion, and also the reinforced concrete 
glass panels to the sides of the canopies 
of “Fleming Court,” Paddington (illus- 
trated in our issue for October 22) were 
supplied by Messrs. J. A. King and Co., 
Ltd. 


Cases for Drawing Instruments. 

The Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise have had under consideration the 
question of the liability to purchase tax 
of cases for drawing instruments and 
have decided that in future both the 
wallet and snap-fastener “ box” types 
of case must be regarded as chargeable 
with tax under Group 23. The tax is 
thus payable at the rate of 100 per cent. 
if the case is made of leather, hide or 
skin and at the rate of 66} per cent. if 
made of other materials. 


Kidderminster A.M. Scheme. 

Satisfactory progress has been main- 
tained with training boys under the ap- 
prentice-master scheme in Kidderminster. 
Since the inauguration of the scheme on 
March 26, 1947, 43 boys have been given 
training in five trades, as follows: brick- 
layers, 17; carpenters, 10; plasterers, 3; 
painters, 7; and plumbers, 6. Ten boys 
have been placed with local builders and 
33 are still under training. Fourteen of 
these are ready for entry into apprentice- 
ship. The boys have erected a block of 
three houses, including one with five 
bedrooms. 


Fire Protection for Industry. 

One ef the objects of the Fire Protec- 
tion Association, 84, Queen-street, E.C.4, 
is to reduce the nation’s fire wastage, and 
their recently published booklet entitled 
“Fire Prevention Notes for Industrial 
Premises” has been especially prepared 
because it is in industrial premises that 
great loss of valuable plant, material and 
products takes place. The booklet sets 
out many of the causes of fires in such 
premises, together with recommendations 
for their avoidance. 


Colour and Lighting in Factories. 

The Council of Industrial Design an- 
nounces that, jointly with the British 
Colour Council, it is organising a short 
lecture and study course at the R.I.B.A. on 
November 24, 25 and 26 on the subject 
of colour and lighting in factories and 
on machines. Although it is recognised 
that a number of architects and other 
designers already specialise in this type 
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of work, it is thought that by means of 
such a course the results of existing in- 
formation and research on the subj 
could be made more widely pc <a 
The course will, therefore, concentrate 
on the visual aspect of the subject and 
is primarily intended for architects, in- 
terior designers and those technically 
concerned in similar ways. It is, how- 
ever, hoped that it will be of interest to 
industrial psychologists, welfare officers 
and others professionally interested, both 
in a staff and consultant capacity. Fur- 
ther details can be obtained from the 
Council of Industrial Desi (“ Colour 
Course), Tilbury House, Petty France, 
S.W.1, on application by letter. 


CONCRETING IN COLD 
WEATHER 


IN the past, serious delay has been 
caused to building projects in this country 
by exceptionally cold winters, and for 
this reason the methods evolved in 
Canada and the U.S.A. for keeping work 
going during cold weather are of in- 
terest to our own building industry. 
These and others methods are reviewed 
in “ National Building Studies Bulletin 
No. 3—Concreting and Bricklaying in 
Cold Weather,” published recently for the 
D.S.I.R. by H.M. Stationery Office, price 
7d. (post free). Commencing with a 
brief account of the effect of frost on 
newly placed concrete, the bulletin goes 
on to discuss, under three headings, the 
measures that can be taken to allow con- 
creting work to continue in cold 
weather :— 

(1) Simple precautions for average 
winter conditions; (2) the use of calcium 
chloride; and (3) special precautions for 
urgent work in cold weather. 

The methods recommended are also set 
out in the form of tables for ready refer- 
ence, and in view of the importance of 
the time factor for stripping formwork 
on urgent work, a table is given showing 
the maximum times for stripping form- 
work with various temperature con- 
ditions. 
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HOUSING AND PRIVATE 
ENTERPRISE 
MINISTER’S SPEECH TO F.M.B. 


IN HIS at the luncheon preced- 


ing the half-yearly meeting of the Feder- 


ation of Master Builders at the Con- 
naught Rooms, Great Queen-street, 
W.C.2, on Monday, Lr. Cor. E. M. 


Kino, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to 


the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning, referred to the problems now 
being faced as a result of the new plan- 
ning Act and the advisability of partial 
nationalisation of the building’ industry. 
Following is a summary of his remarks:— 

I must confess, quite frankly, that the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
is dealing with new difficulties and thorny 
problems. I am not going to claim that 
we have found the final answer to every 
question which now confronts us. I don't 
think we have, and the general practice 
and administration both of the Ministry 
itself and of the Central Land Board 
are still in their infancy. We don't 
rule out the possibilities of change in 
practice or change in administration that 
may yet be necessary. I think that, 
ultimately, we shall solve our problems 
but there are thorny questions which lie 
ahead. I would add this, that not only 
the English economy but the whole 
British way of life depends, to a degree, 
upon the sturdy independence and g 
sense of the small trader, the small man 
and the small builder. 

I have always taken the view that 
there are some industries which inevitably 
form a monopoly because to them the 
advantages of independence are hardly 
applicable. Those are the industries 
which are suitable to a degree of socialisa- 
tion, but it is those industries which 
private enterprise can make flourish that 
I would like to leave to private enter- 
prise. There are, of course, some activi- 
ties which inevitably must create a loss; 
you cannot, for example, run hospitals 
without paying for them. There are 
other examples that will occur to you. 
There are some activities in this country 
which ought to be run at a loss, and 
that is one thing we cannot ask of pri- 
vate enterprise. I am doubtful if it is 
possible to build a house for the lowest 
income group and yet to make a profit. 
I would be glad if it were so. That, | 
think, is the basis of what the Minister 
of Health has recently laid down as the 
one-in-four quota. 

Among the guests present at this 
luncheon were five Members of Parlia- 
ment. The vote of thanks was proposed 
by CounciLtor R. COLIN LARGE, a 
national vice-president of the Federation, 


A Book on British Design. 

Tue Society of Industrial Artists an- 
nounces that material is being collected 
for the second volume of “ Designers in 
Britain,” which will be published by Allan 
Wingate Publishers, Ltd.. in October, 
1949. The aim is to make this second 
review of British commercial and indus- 
trial = even more comprehensive 
than the first and to invite all designers 
practising in Great Britain, whether mem- 
bers of the Society of Industrial Artists 
or not, to submit work for considera- 
tion. A list of the categories of design 
covered by the review is included on the 
invitation form, which may be obtained 
from Mr. Peter Ray, F.S.L.A., Designers 
in Britain 2, Society of Industrial Artists. 

oom 243, Empire House, St. Martin’s- 
e-Grand, E.C.1. 
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‘CODES OF PRACTICE 
Precautions. Against Fire, + 

_ The Codes of Practice Committee has 
issued in final form the interim Chapter 
IV of the Code of Functional Require- 
ments of Buildings, entitled “ Precau- 
tions against Fire (houses and flats of 
not more than two storeys).” 

The Chapter deals with the precautions 
to be taken against risk of fire when deal- 
ing with the siting, planning and construc- 
tion of new residential houses and flats 
of not more than two storeys, and of any 

ages which may be attached or nearby. 
t is assumed, for the purposes of this 
Chapter, that such houses and flats will 
have total floor areas not exceeding 1,500 
square feet and 1,000 square feet re- 
spectively, and will be for the use of only 
one family. 

With a view to minimising the risk of 
spread of fire, recommendations are given 
in a table which sets out the minimum dis- 
tances of external walls from the site 
boundaries, and the maximum number of 
houses and flats that should be contained 
in a block, having regard to the degree of 
fire resistance and the type of constiuction 
of the external walls. The necessary pre- 
cautions are described for ensuring that 
each structural element (e.g., separating 
walls, internal walls and partitions, floors 
and roofs) forms a sufficient barrier 
against fire. In particular, recommenda- 
tions are included on the design, construc- 
tion and grades of fire resistance of separ- 
ating walls erected between individual 
houses or flats; as fire-stops in blocks of 
houses or flats, or between houses and 
flats and any other classes of buildings. 
Recommendations are also given as to the 
construction of floors, chimneys, roofs, 
etc., so as to reduce fire hazard. Guidance 
is given on the use of draught-stops in 
hollow construction and on the provision 
and arrangement of means of escape. 

Copies may be obtained from the B.S.L., 
24-28, Victoria-street, S.W.1. Price 2s., 
post free. 


Draft Codes of Practice. 


The following draft Codes of Practice 
have been issued for comment by the 
Codes of Practice Committee, 24-28, 
Victoria-street, S.W.1:— 

131.101, “ Flues for domestic appliances 
burning solid fuel,” prepared by a com- 
mittee convened by the R.L.B.A. A com- 

anion Code, 131.201, “ Flues for larger 
uildings, for central heating and hot 
water systems,” is now in Ygec amore 
Price 5s., post free, proof reference 
CP(B)787. 

332.303, “ Gas-fired boilers for central 
heating by hot water,” prepared by a 
committee convened by the Institution 
of Gas Engineers. Price 3s., proof refer- 
ence CP(B)788. 

327,402, “ Staff Location Systems,” pre- 

red by a committee convened by the 
nstitution of Electrical Engineers. This 
Code is intended for the requirements of 
new buildings, but it is also applicable 
to installations in existing buildings. 
Price 3s., proof reference CP(B)790. 


























































The Late Mr. C. T. Murray-Smith. 

We announce with regret the death of 
Mr. Christopher Thomas Murray-Smith. 
He was for many years the sales manager 
for British Bitumen Emulsions, Ltd., and 
still retained his active business associa- 
tions with the company at the time of 
his death. He was 67. 


Catalogue Received. 


“Haskins Rolling Portcullis Grilles.” 
E. Pollard and Company, Ltd.. Gnome 
— Blackhorse-lane, Walthamstow, 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


B.B.C. Television Masts. NEW BUILDINGS 


’ The contract for the design, supply and Lanarkshire.—C.C. to erect at Gertskerrie anc 
erection of the B.B.C.’s new 750-ft. tele- #¢ Coatbridge new classrooms at schools, tor 
vision mast at Sutton Coldfield, near Bir- aifoshé, architect is Wim. Watt, Albert-ra 
mingham, has been awarded to B. I. canarksh <C 

, By arkshire.—C.C. to erect 1 Ses at 
Callender’s Cables, Ltd., as the result of Ringside, from plans by 8. MacColl, CO Bu d 
competitive tenders. Also included in ings, Hamilton.—At Harthill Mains site. i 
the contract is the provision of a second {uses to be erected by the Scottish Housing 
mast, 500 ft. high, but otherwise of simi- — atuaaes ae church roposed 
lar design, at Wrotham, near Maidstone, Gzeenock's West End, for which the seenite 


Kent. is Gilbert Williams, Christian Science Head 


quarters, London. 
Strathaven.—At Muirkirk-rd., new workshops 
1,300 Workmen at Brighton Party. also commercial garage, willbe Fain oe gy 
Thirteen hundred workmen were en- which the architect is Mr. A. McInnes, 33, Kirk 
tertained in the Aquarium Ballroom at “'. *t*thaven. 
Brighton on September 18, to celebrate 


the jubilee as an incorporated firm of 
CONSTRUCTION 


Messrs. Hall and Co., Ltd., coal, coke and 
building material merchants, Victoria 
PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments open will 


Wharf, Croydon. The company, founded 
in 1824, was incorporated in 1898, and 

be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


among those attending this anniversary 
outing were ten men who were in its ser- 
vice on that date. 
Paint Manufacturers’ Anniversary. CONTRACTS OPEN 
Br ap _ of wig Phocs & aicholeon, ett, some, contracts still open but not, in 
td., manufacturers of Robbialac paints, °! pet See, Drovnons iaaees. those 
» with an asterisk are adverti in this numbe 
of Jenson House, Carpenters-road, E.15, The dates at the heads of aragragies are those 
was founded in 1821 as a carriage varnish- for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
ing company. In 1860 the firm turned denotes closing date for Speman, <ae name 
° i bs ab e@ en reier to e rson 
to the manufacture of products which from whom particulars may be obisined.” 
would combine the quality of the master 
painter’s hand-mixed paints with the BUILDING 
— apa of ready-mixed NOVEMBER 1 
colours. eir premises were destroyed  ;+saiisham R.D.C.—11 pairs 
~ . .D.C.— airs of dwellings at 
seus in ak — ~ te os up a — Dene feud. Gardier.st., Herstmonceux., A. 
in ratford, ndon, an arr, C. Dep. . Tenders by November 15. 
began to spread their work overseas. NOVEMBER 2. 
Their business prospered and its sub- — +*Croydon ©.B.—(a) Kitchen and dining-room, 
sequent developments, including special hong ee ey cone Se and dining- 
4 : » MO 8 renhard scnooi. 1e va. cer, 
nae 4 rr a Pagan 3 ar page Katharine-st. Dep. £1 each work. Tenders by 
é Novezaber 23. 
ig oo entitled “The Story of ‘Nets 080 os @ colt 
an English Firm,” which has been pro- eee, et Se ae coarse 8 
duced by the company to commemorate he + Her co i os. yo eee 


its 125th anniversary. t*Gloucester T.C.—New Infant school at 
Lower Tuffley. A. Morgan (L.), City A., Suffolk 
House, Greyfriars, Gloucester. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 6. 
t*Esher U.D.C.—66 dwellings at Sugden-rd., 





NOVEMBER 4, 











Hinchley Wood. E. & 8., Council Offices, Esher, 
Surrey. Dep. £1 1s. 
tShifnal R.D.C.—26 houses at Curriers-la 


: Walter B. Bond, 3, Newhall-st., Birmingham 
Dep, £2 2s. 
_t*Slough B.C.—Block of conveniences at Gran 
ville Playing Fields. E. Gardner Thorp, 
S E R Vv i Cc E M.1L.C.E., Boro’ A., Town Hall. 


PLATE 


t*Croydon ©.B.—Kitchen and dining-hall_at 
All Saints’ School, Upper Norwood. hief Ed 
Officer, Katharine-st. Dep. £1. Tenders by 
November 24. 

*Fareham U.D.C.—Five pairs of houses 2: 
Fareham Park. FE. & 8., Westbury Manor. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Worksop R.D.C.—(a) 34 houses at Long-ta. 
and Oxford-id., Carlton-in-Lindrick; (b) 20 
Airey houses at Oxford-rd., Carlton-in-Lindrick. 
B. D. Thompson, architect, 83, Bridge-st., 








Partners, 23, Gelliwastad-rd., Pontypridd. Dep. 
J. H. Melville Richards, B.E. & 8 
Mountergate, Norwich. Dep. £1 ts. 
5 5s. 
NOVEMBER 9. 
by 
AYGEE 
Bacup T.C.—Four pairs of houses at Buttock 
& §. 
London, $.E.1. Phone: Waterloo 6311 Eton U.D.C.—16 flats at Tilston Field estate. 
Boro’ A., Town 





Chepstow R.D.C.—Two pairs of houses with 
£3 3s. 
Swaffham U.D.C.—14 houses at Oaklands 
*Torquay Boro.—l6 old people’s dwellings on 
Worksop. Dep. £3 3s. (cheque payable to 
7 . 
LImMi TED Bad (No, 1) site. B.E. Dep. £2 2s 
t*Garshatton U.D.C,—Nine flats at Alma-rd. 
SILVERING, BEVELLING, POLISHING, Etc. | Neocon GB. Adviitrencl 
Hall, Newport, Mon. Dep. £1 1s. 


roads, etc., at Undy. Thomas and Morgan and 
t*Hornsey T.C.—8 and 26 flats, on 2 sites. 
estate. J. Owen Bond & Son, architects, 
Watcombe housing estate. Boro. Sur. Dep. 
SHOP FRONTS 
R.D.C.). 
NOVEMBER 10. 
Brighouse T.C.—20 houses ai Stoney-la. B.E. 
100, Westminster Bridge Road, J. W. Wright, C., Council Offices, The Grove. 
’ C.B.—Additional classrooms at 
cee Clythia school, Bryngwyn-rd. 
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+*Oxon C.C.—Partial conversion of Old Insti- 
tuition buildings at Thame for use as training 
college for country craftsmen. H. 8. Goodhart- 
Rendel & Partners, 13, Crawford-st., London, 
W.l. Tenders by November 24 

Rushden U.D.C.—24 houses o Headingley-rd. 
E. & 3S., Council-bidgs. 


NOVEMBER 12. 
‘*Walthamstow B.C.—Civic restaurant at site 
of Public Baths, High-st. Boro’ A., Town Hall. 


Di p- £2 2s 
NOVEMBER 13. 
+*Staffs. C.C.—Adaptations and extensions at 
Green Hall, Lichfield-rd., Stafford. A. C. H. 
Stillman, County Ed. Offices, Stafford. 


£2 25. 
NOVEMBER 15. 

Bootle C.B.—Two additional classrooms and 
library at Grammar School for Boys, Balliol-rd. 
B.E. & §. 

Richmend (York) T.C.—Demolition of exist- 
ing buildings and erection of two blocks of 4 
fiats and one block of 8 flats with drainage. 
paths, ete., at Chapel Wynd and Wood Yard 
site. Needham and Thorp (F. & A.). 6, High 
Petergate, York. Dep. £2 2s., payable to T.C. 

+*West Sussex C.C.—Canteen kitchen in brick 
construction with concrete flat roof at Birdham 
€.E. school, nr. Chichester. 


NOVEMBER 16. 


Dep. 


Leeds T.C.—Conversion of 11, Blenheim-ter. 
into flats. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 

Newhaven U.D.C.—12 houses at Meeching 
estate. A. E. Motyer, E. & S., Council Offices. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


*Wanstead and Woodford B.C.—Public con 


venience at Woodford. B.E. & 8S. Dep. £3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 17. 
*Bootle C.B.—Two houses at Exeter-rd. BE. 


& 8. Dep. £1 Is. 
Milford Haven U.D.C.—47 houses at Observa- 
tory estate. E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s 


NOVEMBER 18. 

“Melton Mowbray U.D.C.—16 houses at 
Asfordby and Nottingham-rd. site. ib: Re 
Jarvis, E. & S., Egerton Lodge. Dep. £2 2s. 

Stalybridge T.6.—(a) Eight houses; and (b) 
16 flats at Oakwood estate. T.C. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 20. 

Doigelly U.D.C.—(a) 22 houses, and (b) roads 
and sewers at Froheulog site, Arran-rd. C., 
Bridge-st. Dep. £5. 

Hertford R. ‘D.C. —Four 


houses at Sacombe 
€., 2, Castle-st. Dep. £3, by cheque. 
NOVEMBER 22. aa 
*Brighton C.B.—Erection of new buildings 


reconstruction of properties at Standean 
Waterworks E., 12, Bond-st., Brighton, 1. 


and 
Farm. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

“Cuckfield U.D.C.—32 dwellings at Bentswood 
estate, Haywards Heath. R. Willett, 
M.1IMun.E.. 8., Council Offices, ‘‘ Oaklands,” 
Haywards Heath. Dep. £1 1s. 

‘Derby C.B.—Alterations and extension tv 
nurses’ dining-room, City Hospital. Thos. W 
East (F.), Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Huntingdon E.C.—Store for athletic equip 
ment, store for cycles and fuel store at Hun:- 


ingdon Secondary Modern School, Ambury-rd. 
County A., Walden House. 

“New Windsor Royal Boro’.—1i8 — at 
Dedworth Manor Central estate. B.E 16, 


Alma-rd., Windsor. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 23. 


Beds C.C.—Conversion of Caddington Hall 
near Markyate, into Home for Old People. 
County A., Shire Hall, Bedford. Dep. £2 2s 


NOVEMBER 24. : 
Wellington (Salop) R.D.C.--Conversion of 


Donnington Wood ice into 2 dwellings 
Walter B. Bond, F.R.1L.(¢ 5, Newhall-st., 
Birmingham. Dep. £1 1s. 


NOVEMBER 26. 
Gateshead C.8.—Kitchen/dining-hall at Red 
heugh school, Prest-st. Chief Arclritect’s Office. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 27. 

Ciun R.D.C.—Two blocks of 2 houses with 
site works at Clunbury. C., Council Offices. 
The Square, Bishop’s Castle. Dep. £2 2s 

NOVEMBER 30. 

*Belfast City Hospital.—Adaptation of Corry’s 
Buildings as maternity unit. MeCarthy and 
Lilbum, chartered quantity surveyors, Scottish 
Provident- bidgs., Belfast. Dep. £5 5s. 

DECEMBER 4. 

Bettwys-y-Coed U.D.C,—12 houses at Pentre 

Du. S8., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 
DECEMBER 9. 

“Derby C.B.—Conversion of stables into public 

conveniences at Allestree Park. Boro’ A., 


Council House. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 9. ; 
Rochdale T.C.—Interna] and external paint- 
ang at Marland Hospital. B.S. 


THE BUILDER 


NOVEMBER 15. 

*Southport C.B8.—Decorating at Victoria 
baths and painting on housing estates. B.E. 
NOVEMBER 17. 

*Derby C.B.—internal and externa] painting 
of trolley bus and omnibus depots, Osmaston- 
rd. Estates and Housing Director, Council 

House. Dep. £2 2s 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 2. 


t*Whitsy U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Stakesby site. Contract No. 140. E. é& §8., 
Council Offices, St. Hilda’s-terr. Dep. £2 2s 


(cheque only). 
NOVEMBER 8. 
Truro R.D.C.—Construction of roads at Ladock 
and Kea Playing-pl. A. J. Cornelius (F.), 15, 
Lemon-st., Truro. 


NOVEMBER 9 
Truro R.D.C.—Cast-iron water mains from 
Trethem Mill to St. Just. C., Council Hall, 
River-st Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 11. 
Padstow U.D.C.—Sewer works and 
main at Sarah’s-la. scheme. E. & S., 
Offices, North Quay. Dep. £3 3s. 


NOVEMBER 12. 
D “aed T.C.—Making-up 3 streets. 
ep 
West “aridatord U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Edwalton estate. E. & 8S., The Hall. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 15. 
Chingford T.C.—Making-up South-ave, 
£ S. Dep. £2 2s. 
tWitney R.D.C.—Supply 
one mile of spun-iron water mains, etc. 
Humphreys & Sons, 17, Victoria-st., 
S.W.l. Dep. £3 3s. 


NOVEMBER 16. 


water 
Council 


City E, 


B.E. 


and laying approx. 
Howard 
London, 


Widnes T.C.—Making-up Castle-st.. Oxford 
st., Naylor-rd., and Edward-st. B.E. & S., Town 
Hall. Dep. ; £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 20. 

Dartmouth T.C.—Construction of  surface- 

water, etc., at Old Mill-la. B.B. & &., 


Dep. £3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 22. 
Bewdley T.C.—4,600 lin. yds. of 7 in. dia. 


Victoria-rd. 


spun-iron water mains, etc. Willcox, Raikes 
and Marshall, 33. Gt. Charles-st., Birming- 
ham 3. Dep. £5 5s. 


NOVEMBER 24. 
Hungerford R.D.C.—Consiruction of Kintburv 


sewerage and sewage disposal scheme. G. P 
Hewett, C., Council Offices, 128, High-st. Dep. 
£4 4s.. 


NOVEMBER 25. 
Maldon T.C.—1,100 lin. yds. of surface water 
sewer. B.S. Dep. £1 1s. 


NOVEMBER 26. 

Carmarthen R.D.C.—250 yds. of 6 in. dia. and 
4.450 yds. of 4 in. dia. spun-iron water mains. 
t+ G. Thomas, 3, Spilman-st., Carmarthen. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Wellington (Som.) U.D.C.—Reconsiruction of 
sewerage and sewage disposal works at 
Mitchell's Pool. Ross, Hooper and Harvey, 38, 
Market-pl., Chippenham, Wilts. Dep. £1. 
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NOVEMBER 2. 
Port U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Stanney housing estate. E. & S., Queen-st. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
DECEMBER 6. i 
Wetherby R.D.C.—Water on, ¢ North 
Rigtos. K. wadtwel. 4 A. MLC 29, High- 
, Wetherby. Dep. £3 3s 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea. — Dweiiincs.— L.C.C. sanctioned 
borrowing of £42,310 by B.C. for acquisition of 
site at 6, Nightingale-la. and erection of dwell- 


ings thereon. 
Bermondsey.—FLats.—B.C. to erect 30 flats at 
to purchase 3:5, 


Cathay-st. site. 

Greenwich.— Hovsine.—B.C. 

Wellington-gdns. at £265 for housing. 

Hackney.—Hovsixe.—B.C. to purchase land 
at Prout-rd, for £350,000 for housing burp 

Hornchureh.— Licknsrep PREMISES. — be 
erected at Hacton Farm estate by Meesre. G. A. 
Smith and Sons, Ltd. 

H — Repevetorpment. — Of shop 
centre, High- “st. Plans by B.S. approv ing 
principle by B.C 
Hornchureh.— Pvatic Bui.pines.—B.C. have 
asked B.S. to submit report on sites suitable fer 
civic centre, swimming bath, etc. 

Lewisham.—Hovsinc.—L.C.C. made compul- 
sory purchase order for land at Kent House-rd., 
on behalf of B.C., for housing. 

Seuthgate.—Resvt.pinc.—Of 20-24, Limes-ave. 
Architects, Fisk, Burley and Fisk, 24, Bucking- 
ham-st., W.C.2. 

Wandsworth.—Fiats.—B.C. to purchase 17-21 
(odd), Hopton-rd. for erection of 3-storey block 
of 6 flats. 

Wandsworth.—Cuvrcn Hiit.—B.C. approved 
— of church hall at Atheldene-rd., Spring- 
field. 

Wandsworth.— FAactory-MADE Hovses.—Loan 

sanction of £23,000 granted to B.C. for site work 
and services for emergency factory-made houses. 

Wandsworth.—Housixnc.—Loan sanction of 
£17,507 granted to B.C. for erection of 6 pairs 

f “ Trusteel”’ houses, 

Wandsworth.— Housinc.—Loan 
£34,144 granted to B.C. for 
houses. 

Wandsworth. — Reavitpinc. — Licences have 
been issued for the rebuilding of 414 of the 558 
houses demolished during war. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Adlington (Ches.).—Stockdale Engineering Co.., 
Lid., propose factory and offices on London-rd. 

Amiwceh.—Anglesey E.C. propose dining-room 
and kitchen at county prim. sch 

Bath.—E.C. considering aluminium unit con- 
atruction for classrooms at Moorlands jun, and 


sanction of 
erection of 29 


inf. sch. Architects, Pictor, Snailum and 
Huggins, Abbey-chmbrs. 

Bexhill-on-Sea.—B.C. to redecorate De La 
Warr ring Robert Cromie (F.), 10, -Man- 
chester-sq.. ; 

Boldon (Co. , —S. R. & R. L. Finn. 


South Shields, are architects 


14. Winchester-st., 
for Insalating Pro- 


for faetory at Cleadon-la. 
ducts, Ltd. 

Bridlington.—T.C. 
M.H. for 50 houses. 

Brighouse.——T.C. approved: —14 houses, 
Bracken-rd., for John Jagger & Sons, Ltd., 
Bailiffe Bridge; s.d. police houses, Toothill-la.. 
for West Riding Standing Joint Cttee.; s8.d. 
houses, Wood-la., Hipperholme, for H. Coates, 
Halifax-rd., Hipperholme ; hostel and lavatories. 
Woodhouse Works, for John Blakeborough & 
Sons, Ltd.; alterations at 13/17, King-st.. for 
Brighouse Industrial Soc., Ltd. 

Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. approved:—Dairy and 
farm buildings, High-st., Belbroughton, for 
W. Yates; dairy and farm buildings, Haljl Farm, 
Hagley, for Lord Cobham; houses at Hollywood- 

, Wythall, for Scott Bros.; houses at Station- 
oa Wythall, for Green & Hatton. 

Burton-on-Trent.—Licensing Justices approved 
rebuilding Cock Inn, Hanbury, after war 
damage, for Worthington & Co., Ltd., brewers. 
High-st. 54 

Byfield.— Northants C.C. propose dining-room 
and kitchen at county school. 

Caernarvons.—E..C. propose conversion of 
“ Glyniliven ” into agricultural college. 

Cardiff.—-New institute and workshops, 70, 
Newport-rd., for Cardiff Institution for the 
Blind, Longcross-st., Cardiff. C. F. Jones (F.), 
Queen-st. 

Carlisie.—T.C. approved houses, 
Upperby and Croft-rd. Johnston 
architects, 13, Castle-st. 

Chadderton.—Catholic Authorities of Corpus 
Christi, Rev. Tinghe, P.P., propose prim. ‘sch. 
at Roman-rd., nr. Hollinwood Cemetery. 

Chatham.—Shops and living accommodation 
at 138-140. Luton-rd. proposed by Chatham and 
~ actos Co-operative Society, Ltd., Maidstone- 
rd. 

Cheadte.—Ches. C.C. propose prim. sch. st 


Councillor-la. 
Cheltenham.—Regent Motors Ltd., Regent-st., 
propose reconstruction as flats of ' Netherfield, 


received allocation from 


Petterill-rd., 
& Wright, 
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Lansdown-rd. Bernard Engle, F.1.A.A., 8, New- 
8q.,. Lincolns Inn, W.C.2. 

Chester.— Directors of Royalty Theatre, City- 
rd., propose rebuilding Royalty Theatre. 

Chesterfieid.—Lamp Caps, Ltd., Sheffield-rd., 
propose extensions to works at Sheffield-rd. 

Chester.—R.D.C. propose 12 houses at Great 
Boughton and 20 at Upton. 

Coventry.—T.C. propose prim. sch. at Canley 
at £90.000. 


Ceventry.—Alterations to Paybody Hospital 
and Convalescent Home, Allesley, for Coventry 
and District €rippled Children’s Guild, 55, 
Holyhead-rd. Architects, C. Redgrave and Son, 
6, The Quadrant, Warwick-rd. 

Denhoime.—U.D.C. approved s.d. houses at 
Field Head housing estate for William Proctor. 

Doncaster.—T.C. received approval of M.H. 

for 28 houses at Clay-la. site at £34.146.—T.C. 
applying for sanction to build 10 houses at 
Canterbury-rd. at £11,986. 
_ Ourham.—County E.C. to erect 4 schools, 
including prim. schls., at Jarrow and Simon- 
side. County college planned at North Tees- 
side area. Plans by County Architect, Court-la. 
Durham. 

Durham.—Pithead baths to be built at Sea- 
ham Harrour, Durham. Architects, Tasker and 
Child, Trinity-bldgs., New Bridge-st. 

East Boilden.—The Insulating Products, Ltd., 
Cledden-la., East Bolden, nr. Sunderland, to 
build factory. 

Felling.—U.D.C. received M.H. sanction to 
borrow £30,205 for 24 houses at High Lanes 
estate. D. W. Green, housing architect. 

Fulwood.—Lancs E.C. propose county sec. 
sch. for 450 pupils. 

Gateshead.—Additions proposed at Park-rd. 
for Liner Concrete Machinery Co., Ltd., The 
Redheugh Iron and Steel Co., Ltd., to build 
angle smiths’ shop at the Teams. 

Gohorne.—U.D.C. propose 50 houses on Derby- 
rd. site. 

Goodmayes (Essex)..-Houses. Plans approved 
for development of Station estate by 180 houses. 
Architect, G. F. Seigerts, Electric-parade, Seven 
Kings-rd., Seven Kings, Essex. 

Gosport.—T.C. to erect 30 “ Orlit” houses at 
Elmore-ave. 

Gosport (Northumberiland).—U.D.C. approved 
erection of 42 flats at Grange-la. estate. Archi- 
tect is Austin Child, Trinity-bldgs., 25, New 
Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Malifax.—E.C. propose two schs. at Illing- 
worth. 

Harold Hill.—L.C.C. approved scheme for 22 
shops with maisonettes above at £90,000. 

Hereford.—Hereford Sea Cadet Corps propose 
headquarters, clubroom, etc. Architect, Cecil 
Corey, A.F.A.S., 40, Cotterell-st. 

_ Hereford.—T.C. considering plans for 60 dwel- 
lings at Homer-st. estate. Architect, C. E. T. 
Booth, Kyrle-st. 

iikiey.—U.D.C. approved additions to Crescent 
Hotel for Hammonds United Breweries, Ltd., 
Fountain Brewery, Manchester-rd., Bradford. 
Yorks. 

Keighley.—E.C. propose two day nurseries at 
Haworth and Ingrow. 

Lanecs.—E.C. propose day nurseries at Queen- 
st., Ashton-under-Lyne, Queen-st., Eccles, Boar- 
shaw, Middleton and health centre at Billinge- 
with-Winstanley. 

Leeds.—E.C. propose prim. sch. at Iveson 
House ‘estate. 

Littlehampton.—West Sussex E.C. approved 
first stage of infs. sch. at Wick at £39,000. F. R. 
Steele (F.), County Hall, Chichester. 

Manchester.—T.C. 
concert hal], Regent-st. and Rumford-st., Chorl- 
ton-upon-Mediock, for Victoria University of 
Manchester (Thos. Worthington & Sons (FF.). 
178, Oxford-rd., Chorlton-upon-Medlock); 2- 
storey extensions, departmental stores, 639-641, 
Stockport-rd., Longsight, for F. W. Woolworth 
& Co., Lid.; paint shop at rear of 247-253, 
Oxford-rd., Chorlton-upon-Medlock, for Brookes 
& Co. (1925), Ltd.; bank and offices, 161-163, 
Stretford-rd., Hulme, for Williams Deacons 
Bank, Ltd., 44, Mosley-st.; rebuilding premises, 
Peel-st., Newton Heath, for J. E. France, 45, 
Assheton-rd.. New Moston; dining-rooms and 
kitchens at St. Chrysostom’s C.E. schs. ; dining- 
rooms and kitchen at Chorlton Park mun. sch. ; 
dining-room and scullery at Wheler-st. mun. sch. 
and canteen at St. Anne’s B.C. sch., Longsight, 
for E.C. (L. C. Howitt (F.), City A., Town Hall). 

Manchester.—T.C. approved:—Extensions to 
print works, Chester-st., Wilmot-st. and Jones- 
st., Hulme, for A. Brook & Sons, Ltd., Major 
kK. Bull, architect, 73, High-st., Cheadle, Ches. ; 
alterations to factory at Hood-st. and Cotton- 
st., Ancoats, for A. Cassel & Sons, Ltd., 1-11. 
Teneriffe-st., Broughton, Salford 7; factory at 
Buxton-st., London-rd., fer Merry & Co., Ltd. 
F.° Whiteley, architect, Bank-chbrs., Bank-st., 
Wilmsiow, Cheshire; alterations to offices, 
Seeen aceite, 5. John Dalton-st.. for H. 

rookes & Son (H. S. Fairhurst & Son (FF.), 
Chancery-chbrs.. 55, Brown-st.); bottling stores 
at brewery, Monsall-rd.. Newton Heath. for 
Wilsons Brewery Co., Lid. (M. Jennings. archi- 
tect, 116, Victoria-st., S.W.1); 17 houses, Mer- 
ston-ir., East Didsbury, Hope & Jones. Gateway 
estate. J. E. Kewell (F.), 7, Market-st.. 


Altrincham, Ches. 


approved :—Additions to. 
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Mansfield. — T.C. approved: — Commercial 
garage and house, Chesterfield-rd. North, for A. 
Littlewood; houses at Cardale-rd. for J. 8. 
Barnes, 20, Cardale-rd.; houses at Bradforth- 
ave., for J. F. & E. Bradbury. 

Middieton.—T.C. approved alterations to 
mineral water factory, Jubilee-rd. and Cromer- 
st. for Butterworth & Fitton, 1, Jubilee-rd. 

_ Neweastie.—Extensions to Marks and 
Spencers Stores, Northumberland-st. Plans by 
Jones and Rigby, 271, Lord-st., Southport. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—T.C. approved  s.d. 
houses, Chester-cres., for. F. G. Mould. A. 
Cotton & Son, architects, Piccadilly, Tunstall, 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—T.C. approved :—Ad- 
ditions at Enderby Mills for John Hammond 
(1922). Ltd. (Hollins, Jones & Oldacre (F. & A.). 
Lloyds Bank-bldgs.; alterations at Bull’s Head 
Inn for Parkers Burstem Brewery Co., Ltd. 
Scrivener & Sons, Architects, Howard-pl., Han- 
ley, Stoke-on-Trent.—Catholic Authoritres, Rev. 
D. Kelly P.P., Holy Trinity Church, London-rd., 
propose Catholic church at Knutton.—E.C. pro- 
poses sec. sch. at Bradwell estate and prim. 
sch. at Hempstalls Farm estate. 

North Shields.—The Cold Rolling Mills, Ltd., 
Lime-st., Newcastle, to build factory at North 
Shields. Firm prepared plans. 
_Northumberiand.—Two-storey 
dining-room to be erected at Hexham County 
prim. sch. by C.C. at £8,000. Plans by County 
Architect, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Oldham.—T.C. approved day nursery, Orme 
Mill. Waterhead, for Lanes Cotton Corp., Ltd., 
Blackfriars House, Manchester 3.—T.C. propose 
alterations to ambulance depot at Kelsall-st. 
at 7 505. 

Preston.—_M.H. approved allocation of 120 
houses at 4 sites and 24 by private enterprise 
for R.D.C. 

Rawtenstall.—T.C. propose 116 houses at Stag- 
hills estate and 10 flats at Carr-la. site. 

Romford (€ssex).—Plans approved for 2 
houses and 4 flats, Gobions-ave., for Trustees 
of Haig Memorial Homes. L. C. Powell (F.). 
Station-rd., Chesham, Bucks. 

Rotherham.—T.C. approved :—Houses at Baw- 
try-rd. for Fisher & Steer; factory at Grange 
Blackburn, for British Acheson Elec- 


kitchen and 


gr. sec. sch. 


Salford. — T.C. approved: ~~ Alterations to 
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King’s Cinema, Regent-rd., for Suburba 
Cinemas, Ltd. Drury & Gomersall (L.). +1 
Imperial-bldgs., Oxford-rd.. Manchester 1° 
alterations at New Central Cinema, Gardner. 
st., Pendleton.—T.C. propose branch libraries 
at Cromwell-rd., Broughton, and at Great 
Clowes-st., Broughton. 

h.—Alderson & Allen, St. Nicholas. 
st., prepared plans for nursery block at holiday 
camp, Scholes Park-rd., for Scarborough Hoii- 
day Chalets, Ltd. T. W. Whipp, architect tor 
rebuilding tramway station at Marine-parade 
for Central Tramway Co. 

Sca h.—T.C. propose 58 houses at High 
Eastfield estate, Seamer.—R.D.C. propose vg 
houses at Pasture-rd., Seamer.—T.C. approved 
showrooms at Castle-rd. garage, for C. Ward 
Alderson & Allen (AA.), 32, St. Nicholas’-st. 

Sedgefield. —R.D.C. received a further alloca- 
tion of 60 houses. Plans by R.D.C. housing 
architect. 

Shefheid.—William Turner, Ltd., Eyre Works 
propose factory at Arundel-st. and Sylvester-s:. 

ymoor.—Technical se’y. to be built, 
G. R. Clayton, County Architect, Court-la., 
Durham. t 

Stalybridge.—T.C. approved police houses, 
Darnton-rd., Astley-rd. and Stamford-grove, fur 
Ches. C.C. 

Standish.—U.D.C. approved :—Honuses, Bound- 
ary-la. for R. Gregory; houses, Beech-walk, for 
Reynolds & Roberts; houses, Pepper-la., for 
Hilton & Howard. 

Stockport.—T.C. approved additions to Well- 
ington Works, Ince-st., for Thos. Oldham; ex- 
tensions at Excel Works, Wellington-st., for 
Mattinson Bros. 

Stretford. —T.C. approved: — Stores, rint 
works, Elsinore-rd., for Norbury Printers, Ltd. ; 
additions t+ works at Talbot-rd., for Parkinsons 
& Cowans (Gas Meters). Ltd.; extensions to 
perks. 9 Westinghouse-rd. for British Oxygen 
WO., lta. 

Sunderiand.—R.D.C. to build 174 houses at 
Tunstall to plans by C. Emmerson, Surveyor, 
Esplanade. 

Sunderiand.—William Doxford and Sons, Ltd., 
Pallion Shipyard, to erect transformer house. 
C. W. Wilson and Sons, Ltd., glass merchants, 
to carry out alterations at Russell-st. W. 
Milburn and Partners, 9, The Esplanade, are 
architects for garage at Commercial-rd. 
Newrick and Blackbell, 24, John-st., have pre- 
pared plans for offices covering 14,000 sq. ft. 
costing £30,000 at Pallion Shipyard, for William 
Doxford and Sons. Ltd. Plans prepared by 
L. J. Couves and Partners, Carliol House, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, for office alterations at Dunning- 
st. J. Potts and Son, 57, John-st., have pre- 
pared plans for compressor and test house at 
Pallion Steel Works. Vaux and Son, Castle 
st., to carry out extensions to bottling and 
crate stores at Castle-st. Brewery. W. and T. R. 
Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., are architects for 
rebuilding of war damaged premises at High- 
st.. West, hotel in Union-st., shop premises at 
junction of Borough-rd. and John-st., and shops 
at junction of Fawcett-st. and Borongh-rd. J. 
Walton Taylor and Sons, Northcliffe House, 
Gallowgate, Neweastle-on-Tyne, prepared plans 
= alterations to Bridge Hotel vaults, High-st 
fest. 

Tiverton (Devon).—Conversion of The Lodge 
into home for aged persons at £14,000. Archi- 
tect, G. G. Streete, 51, Queen-st., Exeter. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. approved :-—Works canteen, 
Trafford Park-rd., Trafford Park Steel Ware- 
houses, Ltd.; flats, 295-297. Stretford-rd.,. for 
Simpsons Ready Foods, Ltd. 

Wallsend.—Plans by A. J. Main and Co., Ltd., 
London and Glasgow, for reconstructing fac- 
tory at Stephenson-st. for Cookson Lead and 
Antimony Co.. Ltd., approved by T.C. New- 
castle Breweries, Ltd., Haymarket, Newcastle, 
to carry out alterations to Masons Arms Hotel, 
Bigges Main, to plans by Capt. F. T. Blumberg. 
staff architect. Office additions are proposed 
in Limekiln-rd. for Victor Products, Ltd., 
Wallsend ; firm prepared own plans. Warehouse 
alterations to be carried out at Ropery-la. by 
R. Hood Haggie and Sons, Ltd. é 

Warrington.—T.C. approved:—Alterations at 
offices, Rose and Crown-st.. fer H. Simpson: 
works canteen, Haydock-st., for Winwick-st 
Tannery. Ltd., alterations at hotel, 119, Sankey- 
st.. for C. Barker; workshop at Winwick-rd. for 
Johnson. Wild & Co., Ltd. 

West Bromwich.—M.0.E. approved plans for 
junior mixed dept. of Harvilte Hawthorn sch. 
for E.C. Cost £80,000. Architect, H. Schofield, 
Town Hall. : 

Weymouth.—-A. E. Burch, New-st.. preparing 
plans for development. of St. Martin’s estate, 
Portland, for Jesty & Baker, builders. Boot-hill. 

Workington.—T.C. approved :—Additions at 
steel works, Moss Bay, for United Steel Co., 
Ltd.; offices. South Quay, for the Shipping 
Federation, Ltd.; alterations at Northside Mills 
for Cumberland Cloth Co. ; 12 houses at Westfield 
estate for Distington Engineering Co., Ltd.. » 
£15,528; additional 12 houses at Westfield 
estate for Workington Iron and Steel Co., Ltd.. 
at £15,528. 

Worthing.—B.C. recommends licence for flate 
at 19, Farncombe-rd. for J. Seaman. 2, 
Brighton-rd. 
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1%, —— rd., 
’ Nash Properties, 






(Parts of Kesteven).—Pair of 
ueen’s-walk, Stamford, 


ss B. Metcal e (P.), County A... 


is Romford, Essex, £81,432. 
Isle of Man.—-14 houses with site works, etc.. 
at Janet’s Corner, Castletown, for Local Govt. 


* Denotes accepted, 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 


Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 


Jvarrow.—Completion of partly built factory at 


Amble.—Two cottages at 
Trading Estate as estate canteen. 


: *Bowman & Sons, Siamford. 

Parts of Kesteven).—Pair of pie 
ete Bourne, for C.C. 
“A., County Offices, 

ick, 1, Coggles Causeway, 


Londen. Wer damage repairs, ete., at eon 
sion House, for City of ae | ae’ 


George Holliday, 
*Holliday 


. Red- row, Morpeth. Spence & Price, 


me.—52 houses at Fountain- st., 


Plant é Hull ‘Bios., 
‘As et under-L yne, 588. 
a reliant — Houses for B. ¢. 


, East Boldon, Co. 


ambeth. "aieeks 6 = flats at Wyvil-rd., 


x ullope & Cc alls, 
Ltd., £71,824 “hatter cohioct to 


«Belper. —28 houses 
Sussex Contractors, 


of flats, laundry, 
York Hil] estate, Lambeth, 
Construction of block 2, parts of blocks 
1, 3 and 4 and 66 perambulator sheds at South 
estate extension. 


weRisieys: "wcaae -st., E. Wi llis & Sons, 
; *J. Hammersley, idall & Co ; 
v. ¥ H Hand & Hi n and s 

Belper, "£16,990 (12). aH ( innen anc Cubitts, 

‘permondeey. Rebuilding 5 

for Sutton Dwellings 


toria House, Southampton- -row, W.C,1. Barghicy Senior ‘hook 


Callow & Wright, Ltd., 
London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to ype ef 
£500 or over for wees ended Octobe 


Socten Wimpey & "Co., | 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons. 
*Holliday & _ Greenwood, ; 

ee sickens Palace-g v1. 


Ltd. At Buckingham Palace-gdns., 8.W.1 (Cost. 


20-0 ontracts exceeding £2,500 in value 
pers by L.C.C. during period ended October 
Roads and sewers and erection of abont 
Rng if site, Essex, Unit Con- 
__ Erection of not fewer 
























Paul’s Cray site. 


Sidcup, Kent. 
and 20 perambulator stores a’ 







Gilbett-Ash, Ltd.. 





Lambeth, pga og 
war damage, 


St. 


Cricklewood. 


N. Coles 
& Son 


Bush-rd., Deptford, S.E. *Almon, Franey & 


Riathee and hot water installation’ 
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taining 49 flats, ¢ 
Ys Engineering Co., 

. Wood Building Renovators, 
Renovators (Provincial), 
td. Souther 3; Galbraith Bros., Ltd., Diss. 


q (M.0.W.).—Contracts 
ere duving week ended FT) 16:— 
, , &. 1, i 


Biackpool.—Six police houses at 


Fielding & Son, Stanhope-rd. Works, Blackpool, 
Bradford.— Extensions Mule n & Lamsden, 
James Cc armic hi rel ‘c ontractors), 


Fai: Me altar Green, 


v puilding Trades ‘Training Centre, Syden- 


. G. 


Bromsgrove, Four houses at 
3 Buc kingham- gate, S.W.1; 


Thom: is & Edy ge. 
» Rrectio on of huts, 


Kent & Sussex Contractors. 


Fuel Research Station, 
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Eltham, 
Peckham. 


W alker & Siaier 
Lichfield. —27 houses 
il: *United Guanicustheie (Walsall), 
£32,652 (subject to M_H. ; 


» emetic ee houses at Crymmwych Village, 
J. Owen Parry & Lewis, 
> *Morris & Thomas. Cwmmins. 


“Cheaite, Staffs. —Two ees at Teens. 





Cleveland : Pf ne 


det yg Iron Cn. 
and dining-room, 


c: *Head, Wiehtson & 
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_ Coventry. ano t a St. 
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Crewe. —40 houses - B a repair st. acon classrooms, Jas, 


“Wine & Sons ( 
Sandy Hill-rd., 
Cc 










8.E.9; Wilson’ s 


Eaton. 
s, Queen’s-rd., 


Telephone Repeater Station, 
Erection and 
. Birdhp. Gloucs. 











School, 
Brown & Jackson, 
Lines : 


; ‘Lincoln, Kitchen and dining-room, 








y. J. 
West Bridgford. Not- 


Garden Suburb Sehool, Childs 
y, Hendon, Kitchen and dining-room, F. S. 
5 t., Hendon, N.W 
Public School, 
Preston & Sons. Lid., St. 


Ross 


Daventry: “Houses for R.D.C. 
Ltd., Saaatinn. 11. 159; 


3 “Bosworth & beds Sg 
Daventry? £8, "325 ; "four at seleevra: 
Ltd., Nor thampton, 





nengote: Station, 

Thomson ] 
Warwickshire : 

Peet Feientne Exchange, i 


Tile 


‘The Band 


; Adaptation ‘and "alierations, 
» 21-25, po storphine- rd., 

WwW arrengate, Wakefield, 
Lid., Springfield, 


Deptford. Reconstruction of gud bidgs., 
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Nune aton. 


Edin rane Y eo 


. Cc hifford Green, 


Weigh " House-st., 
td., 92, Fenchurch-st.. 


A. Hickson . F.), 


Dept.).—Works : 
. for week ended October’ 


_Ruiting work. Crosby 
Miscellaneous 
Cornwall : 


Dougtas G. 0. M. ).—Water 
“ ) So, Station, 


ke no & mene se. 
S.W.1: 


. Stoneman, Torquay. 
ion.—12 houses at Water- 
A. Jellicoe 


uantities 
- Dougill, 


ning & Partners: 
ag ray £16,698 


and 
Hood ‘estate, for B.C. 





Dukinfield. 42 Sociens 
T. wicks shank % Seweid 

*Kenyon Construc- 

Ashton-under-Lyne. 


Ham.—Alterations 


LABOUR 
SAVED! 
RESULTS BETTER 


Manger’s Sugar Soap speeds up and eases the 


.—78 houses 
Architect, H 
Offices : 

Abbey-parade, 
Ww. 5. and *R. Lancaster & Son (Cleveleys). Ltd.. 


_ Malvern. —42 houses at The Knapp re Beau- 
¢ ot: 


for 


a Water E. : 


Wilesmith | & ‘Bon, ame, Link. 
persons’ 


work, and frees men for your other jobs. 

safely removes even ingrained dirt without 

harming any good surface. To be certain you 

are getting the best and quickest acting sugar 

soap, always ask for Manger’s. 
MANGER’S SUGAR SOAP 
Nominal 1-ib. cartons 7id. 

6 doz. @ 6/6 


8/6. 6 doz. @ 8/- per dez- 


Simply write Merchant's name on your trade 
heading plus the words ‘*Sampie Piease.”’ Post te 


Gateshead.—18 houses at Shipcote estate: °*S 
Thompson, Ashtrees-gdns., t 
ogee te Serine. —110 Easiform houses, for 

a . HERA, ; i t Sons. 
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: *Miles & Peall, 
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(subject to M.H. approval). 
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is, Simpson. Guthrie & Fyffe, 61, South 
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nard. Helperby, 


£9,011; 12 at Gt. 
and 12 at 


*A. Stephenson, £2,589 and £2,525. 
Norfoik.—Erection of Sprowston 
School, for E.C. 


R.D.C._ Eight at Little Ouseburn: *Mr. Rey- 
Ouseburn 
oroughbridge: *Chester & McLauch- 
lan, £14.332 and £14,662; two at Nun Monkton: 
“A. W. Potter & Sons, Whixley, £2,346; two\at 
South Stainley and two at Kirk Hammerton: 


Infants’ 
F. G. Limmer (F.), Ed. Archi- 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 
MAPS OF LONDON DISTRICT— 
AVAILABLE TO BUILDERS 


Showing Labour Exchanges (indexed), 
£1.0.0 post free. 









ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 








"Phone or write: 
Secretary: 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1. 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: *‘ EFEMBE, Holb. London’ 





The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 
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tect, Stracey-rd., Norwich. uantities by P 
Pank, F.R.LC.S., The Close, Norwich: *F. P. 
or Ltd., 18, Catton Grove-rd., Norwich, 
31,732. 

Northampton.—Three shops and warehouse at 


+ 


Gloucester-av., for Northampton Co-operative * 


Society, Ltd., 64, Abingdon-st.: *Building Dept., 
Northampton Co-operative Society, Lid., ¢4, 
Abingdon-st., Northampton. 

Northolt (Middx).—Block of 14 shops and 13 
garages at Ealing-rd. Architect, E. H. Firmin 
(A.), 111, Park-st., W.1: *P. Bilton, Ltd., 111, 
Park-st., W.1. 

Oakham.—16 houses at Westfield estate, fur 
U.D.C. F. J. Lenton & Partners (F.), 16, 
Broad-st., Stamford, Lincs: *Morton Potter, 
Ltd., Leicester, £20,110. 

Oxford.—Alterations and additions to show- 
rooms, 136, Cowley-rd. Architects, R. Fielding, 
Dodd & Stevens, 21, Turl-st., Oxford: *Hutchins 
& Green, la, Southmoor-rd., Oxford. 


Portsmouth.—Factory, offices, canteen, etc., 
at Fratton Industria! Estate, for Leethams 
(Twilfit), Ltd., Marine Factory, Highland-rd., 


x 


Portsmouth: *E. & A. Sprigings, Highland-rd., 
Portsmouth. 

Portsmouth.—102 houses at Leigh Park. for 
T.C. City A.: *H. E. Collins, Ltd., Fareham, 
Hants, £154,927. 

Retford.—Houses, for R.D.C.: 3 at Becking- 
ham, *G. E. Burman (approved by M.H.); 7 
at Dariton with roads and sewers, etc., *G. E. 
Burman, £11,621 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Ripley.—10 houses at Bullbridge estate, for 
U.D.C. W. E. Clark, A.R.LC.S., 8., Town Hall: 
*O. Gration & Son, Wingfield Park, Ambergate, 
£13,159. 

Ruthin.—Four houses with drains, sewers, etc., 
at Llanbedr, for R.D.C.: *Winn & Co., Ltd., 
Flixton, £7,812 (subject to Welsh Board of 
Health approval). 

St. Albans.—Houses at Cottonmill-la., for City 
Council: *H. C. Janes. Ltd., £15,481 (12): *C. 
Miskin & Sons, Ltd.. £10,462 (8): *J. P. White 
& Partners, Ltd., £5,043 (4); *Parson Bros. 
& Jennings, £10,772 (8): 4 at Francis-ave., 
*Hall, Bowen & Co., £5,392. 

Sale.—14 flats at Georges-rd., for T.C. BS.: 
*R. R. & J. Willan, 2, Brooklands-rd., Sale. 
Saltash.—24 houses at Cowdray site, St. 
Stephen’s-rd., for T.C.  Lieut.-Col. A. de Barr, 
B.S. Quantities by Fleetwood, Eversden & 
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Partners, Plymouth: *Powell, Thomas & Sonx 
Ltd., Longstone, Saltash, £29,356. : 

Southampton.—Health clinic at Swayth)ing 
for C.B. Deputy Boro’ A. Quantities by Sheare 
& Pick; *Rice & Sons, Ltd., 61, Millbrook-rd_ 
Southampton, £9,109. 

on.—War-damage repairs and othe; 

works at Northam Junior School, Kent-st.. 40: 
C.B. Deputy Boro’ A., Civic Centre. Qyantj 
ties by G. W. Mitchell, F.LA.S., A.R.San! 
*Treloar & Sons (Contractors), Ltd., St. Jo: 
Norman-rd., Gosport, Hants, £4,099. 

Stockton.—Additional classrooms at 
Trinity School: *Thornton Construction 
kad., 30, Bridge-st., Stockton. 

Stokesley.—Additiona] classrooms at Stokesley 
school: *Walter Thompson (Contractor), Lid. 
17, North-end, Northallerton. 

Thornton Cleveleys.—Motor house and pump- 
ing station at junction of Westmorland-ay. and 
Cleveleys-av., for U.D.C. E. & 8. :*The Thatcher 
Contracting Co., Ltd., Highfurlong, Carleton, 
Blackpool. 

Walsall.—Houses for T.C. 35 at Gower-st.: 
*Rock & Downes, Aldridge; 12 Duplex at Green 
Rock site: *H. Johnson & Sons, Ltd., Birming- 
ham; six ‘one-storey houses at Slater’s-la.: 
*Wettenhall Cooper, Witton; eight at Chase-rd., 
Dudley Fields: “United Constructions (Walsall). 


Holy 
Ue., 


Ltd. (subject to M.H. approval). 

Warrington.—14 houses at Dallam Farm 
estate, for T.C. . ¥. Hughes, M.Inst.C.k.. 
B.S.: *G. Clough, Montclair Albert-rd., Grap- 
penhall, Warrington (in lieu of tender previously 
accepted). 
Washington.—30 houses for U.D.C.: *Direct 
Labour. 


Weymouth and Meicombe Regis.—16 flats at 
Westhaven estate,” Abbotsbury-rd., Weymouth, 


for T.C. B.E. & 8., 6, Pulteney-bldgs.: *R. N. 
Curtis, 28. Dorchester-rd., Weymouth, £22,370 


Weymouth and Melcombe Regis.—Two pairs 
of caitnaan at Kadipole-la., for nC. B.E. & S., 
6. Pulteney-bidgs.: *E. G. Coleman, 23, Gold 
croft-av., Weymouth, £6,144. ‘ 

Weymouth and Meicombe Regis.—30 bunga- 
lows at Westhaven estate, Abbotsbury-rd., for 
T.C. B.E. & S., 6, Pulteney-bldgs.: *Richards 
(Developments), Ltd., Manor Farm, Upwey. 
Weymouth, £29,692. 

Widnes.--Secondary school for R.C._ authori 
Rev. John Hayes, P.P., St Patrick’s 
Dock-st. Anthony Ellis (L.), The Temple, Dale 
st.. Liverpool 2: *William Tomkinson & Son 
Ltd., 7-31, Great Newieae ee 3. 

w sop.— Works, for M2 rouses at 
Bh en git *Adam Eastwood, Ltd., £35,490 | 
12 bungalows. *Hewitt & Maughan, Ltd., £9,502 
(subject to M.H. approval). ‘ : 

York.—Rebuilding pumping station at Ful 
ford. for T.C. C. J. Minter, O.B.E., M.I.Mun.k., 
City E. and architect: *W. Birch & Sons, Ltd.. 
Spen-la., York, £72,420. 
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